THE KING DAVID HIGH SCHOOL
The Headteacher’s Report for the Summer Term 2020 
Staffing:
The following staff are leaving this term and we wish them all the best for the future:
Teaching: 

Mrs Amos-Khodadad
- Modern Hebrew

part time
end of contract

Mrs J Atkinson

- Food



part time
end of contract

Mr R Collinson

- Science


full time

end of maternity cover
Mrs H Jacobs

- Modern Hebrew

part time
end of contract

Mrs G Lazarus

- Bat Cahyil


part time
end of contract

Mrs E Mulgrew
- Business/Economics

part time
re-locating

D O’Brien

- Science


full time

new position 

Miss L Tring

- Art



full time

end of contract 
Mr P Watson

- English


full time

promotion 
Dr P Weglicki

- Science


part time
end of maternity cover
Mrs M Wilcock

- ICT



part time
end of contract

Rabbi E Wolfson
- Jewish Studies


part time
end of contract

Non Teaching:

Mrs M Andrew-Nolan
- Reprographics


full time

redundancy 

Mr C Wort

- Senior Science Technician
full time

career change 
New appointments September 2020:
Teaching:

Mrs D Flynn

- English


full time
Miss M Herok  
- Maths



full time 
Miss B Jones

- Business/Health & Social Care
full time

Miss C Walsh

- Art



part time 

Miss L Wang

- Business/Economics

part time
Goodbye and good luck must also go to Vikki Goldstein, Chair of the Parents’ Guild, who has handed over the reins to Joanna Gardner.  We thank Vikki for all the time and effort she has voluntarily put into the Parents’ Guild and wish her every success for the future.  The same applies to our CST volunteer coordinator, Sandi Mann.  Sandi was dedicated in forming a voluntary parent security rota to provide extra security at the busiest times.  Sally Bell and Miriam Sherman succeed her.   
School Events:

Monday April 20th was used as an inset day. Mr Waring ran a full day on Microsoft Teams, with the support of Mr Cheetham and the IT technicians. Staff were shown how to use Teams effectively, and the apps that run alongside it, and then left to watch over the tutorials. 
This was a great success, and many staff started to use Microsoft Teams straight away. Some members of staff took a while longer to become confident enough to run their lessons in this way, but as from half term at the end of May, virtually all staff were using Teams and numerous other related apps. A huge thanks to Mr Waring, who planned this all during his Easter break, and to Mr Cheetham for his continued support in this area. 
Staff and students have worked hard in adapting to remote learning, and we have noted that many students have been very successful with this. For those who have found it more challenging, we are working on preparing catch-up sessions when we return to school. The government is to provide funding to help with this.  Due to us being allowed to ask Year 10 and 12s back into school, we decided to bring in those that needed the most support to catch up on their learning, and we have had three extremely successful weeks helping these students in school. We also have had a group of Year 10 students who wanted to work in school: they have continued their remote learning, but supervised by a member of staff in school. Unfortunately, we haven’t been able to bring in students from other year groups who have fallen behind, due to government restrictions. 
Mrs Basger, Mr Pitt, Mrs Burton, Mrs Haley and I worked for several weeks checking the GCSE and A level grades submitted by teachers. Thanks go to all Heads of Department who provided the initial grades, and the supplemmentary evidence that we required. We ensured that the checking exercise was fair and thorough, and were extremely pleased with the grades that we submitted to the exam boards as a school: they reflect the huge amount of effort that the Year 11s and Year 13s had put into their studies throughout their courses. We truly hope that the submitted grades are upheld by the examination boards.
Since lockdown began we have had a group of Year 7 and 8 students in school. These are students who have parents who are key workers, or who have extra learning needs and needed the support in school. Miss Gabi Davies, Mrs Lorna Brown, Mr Dave Fennell and Mr Chris Wort, have been working extremely hard with this group of students, and the students have been making great progress both academically and socially. Some activities they’ve enjoyed alongside their remote learning include baking cakes for frontline workers, making pizzas and a treasure hunt.  Attendance in school was offered to a large group of vulnerable students although many parents did not take advantage of this. Mrs Greenstein, Miss Downes and Mrs Manville have done a wonderful job. They have continued to contact all of these families on a weekly basis, offering support where required.
We congratulate Year 9 student Jessica Simons who has been working on a website to support those that need it most. HƎRD IMMUNITY is a clothing and accessories brand. By purchasing something from her collection you'll be supporting Age UK, as 20% will go to this amazing charity.  https://www.herdimmunity.co.uk/  Such a great idea, and a great cause!
Also to be congratulated is Talia Lewis in Year 7 who gave of her time to deliver home-made cottage pies to front line workers. 

Since the start of the Summer term, we have had a rota of staff in school every week, covering pastoral needs and first aid, and our thanks go to all these members of staff who have come into school regularly, even when the virus was at its peak.  We increased the staffing in school from 15th June to accommodate the extra number of students in school.  Thanks go to all staff who have prepared and delivered lessons for the Year 10s and to the staff who have supported the Year 10 and 12s.
We ran Year 10 assessments remotely from 1stJuly, and staff worked extremely hard to ensure that these were accessible to all students. Year 12 exams were run more formally in school, due to the need to use these results for UCAS predictions. We will also take into account, of course, the very difficult circumstances in which students have had to learn. We took many measures to ensure that these exams were carried out in a way that would keep students and staff safe, according to social distancing rules. We continued to use the 2m guidance and we also allowed 24 hours before handing papers over to staff for marking (8 times longer than the recommended quarantine time for paper).
Art:

Pupils and students had a very exciting range of tasks and activities during distance learning. Year 7 pupils explored the art of different cultures including Aboriginal, Native American, African and Japanese.  A display of their work can be seen on the second-floor corridor.  Year 8 pupils enjoyed designing and making a cake inspired by a famous painting of their choice, transformed an old pair of glasses using inspiration from a style of art, and by photographed their experiences in lockdown.  Year 9 pupils developed skills in portraiture, including creating a self-portrait out of food, designing and illustrating a character inspired by the Book ‘Tragic Toys for Girls’ and Boys’ by Tim Burton.  Year 10 and 12 students have been focused on their individual projects, and have been resourceful and imaginative whilst working from home.  During the final activity week all Key Stage 3 pupils were set the challenge of transforming a toilet roll into a piece of art, craft or design work.  Examples of all the above work will be available to view on the school website.  Finally, a huge congratulation is to be awarded to Rosy Akalawu-Ellman who won the age 14-16 category of the National Public Speaking Competition ‘Discover ARTiculation Challenge – 2020’.
Computer Science:
With limited entries on offer, Mr Kumar along with three students from Year 9 (Robert Beresford, Joseph Dickson and Alfie Joseph) and one from Year 8 (Yoni Kasmir) participated during this lockdown period on a live webinar northwest conference organised by Chester University on 2nd July. The event was strongly supported by Manchester University, the Government Communication Headquarters (GCHQ), BAE systems and MCF foundation offering a platform of learning on “Save the world wide web”. Mr Kumar is also liaising with like-minded Computer Science students over the summer holidays on a global network of programming from Florida USA, supporting students to code through tinkering and building simple and exciting projects. If a student’s application is accepted, then GitHub is sponsoring $100 worth hardware gadget from Adafruit to Arduino to support their projects.
English:

In English this term, we’ve been delighted to see pupils rise to the challenges of learning from home. In particular, we’ve been impressed by their resilience in responding to literary texts and the ways in which they developed their independent reading skills. Literature is always a powerful tool to help individuals understand all that is different or difficult, so it’s not been a surprise to see pupils using their lockdown experiences to discuss themes such as ‘isolation’ in Blood Brothers or Of Mice and Men, or ‘confusion’ in A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Similarly, pupils in Year 11 taster lessons studied how Covid-19 has influenced the English language in only a few months, bringing with it a variety of new words, phrases and concepts. Pupils have also been able to take advantage of some brilliant online-streamed drama, such as The National Theatre’s production of A Streetcar Named Desire or The Globe’s most recent performance of Macbeth.
Drama:

Over the past weeks Zoom rehearsals for our wonderful production of Blood Brothers have continued with an abundance of enthusiasm from our talented and committed cast. We hope to be able to stage the play in February and new details will be issued as soon as we have confirmation.
Food & Nutrition:

Year 9 Food groups were given a home project, ‘Come Dine with me’, which was delivered in a live lesson with a PowerPoint to accompany the teaching. Just like in the show, students had to create a healthy lunch menu to give to the family at the start of the process. They also created a recording of their lunch with pictures or videos prepping various parts. Then they set the table and uploaded a photograph, together with serving lunch to their family. Finally, they handed out scorecards or mini white boards and asked their family to rate their lunch out of 10. On the way home (or after the lunch!) students were asked for feedback from their family. This could have been a 10 second Snapchat or a WhatsApp message, or mini videos to one another documenting their score. The student could then work out their final score and give themselves a round of applause. The students really enjoyed the tasks and uploaded lots of evidence. For those Year 11s working towards Year 12, pupils had to complete a project based on designing food suitable for young children to eat whilst at nursery. Pupils had to consider age, culture and nutrition, as well as the development of the children when designing and making the products. Excellent foods were produced by hand by the pupils at home. 

Health & Social Care:

Throughout lockdown, the Health & Social Care department offered Year 12 and 13 students the chance to participate in the following ‘Future Learn and Open Learn’ online courses. All were free, certificated and students can add them to their CV to improve their future employability skills:

1. Introduction to Nursing: The Role of Nurses Around the World

2. Introduction to Nursing: BioScience, Psychology and Sociology

3. Introducing Social Work: A Starter Kit

4. Preparing for Teaching

5. Professional Development for Early Career Teachers

6. Introducing Public Health

7. Diversity and difference in communication

8. Infection and Immunity
9. Causes of Human Disease: Understanding Cardiovascular Disease

10. It starts with your Heart: Understanding Heart and Circulatory Diseases

11. Nutrition and Wellbeing

12. Food and Mood: Improving Mental Health through Diet and Nutrition

13. Introduction to Food Safety

14. British Sign Language
Year 12 and 13 Health & Social Care students were also invited to join the BBC’s Post Mortem Live series 1 from 25th May 2020, which was also certificated: 
“The human body is a wonderfully complex living machine. The delicate anatomical parts dance to the beat of the vascular like the sophisticated mechanisms of a well-oiled machine. Join nationally acclaimed human anatomist Samuel Piri and his clinical team as we embark on a live 5 part dissection experience. Utilising VIVIT -the world's first semi-synthetic human cadaver and real organ specimens - Sam and his team invite you on an interactive journey through the human body like never before. From your armchair, we invite you to come with us as we peel back the skin of the human body and demonstrate the intricate structures that keep you alive.” 
History:

This last term the History Dept have been running the 'COVID Social History Project'. This has asked students and staff to submit images of lockdown and learning at this time. So far we have 250+ entries from students and teachers. We’re looking forward to sharing images as a wall display in the new term.
Jewish Studies:

The Yom Ha'Atzmaut interactive live stream was a fantastic success with students from Year 13 to Year 7 all competing online and engaged in interactive quizzes on the topic of Israel.  "It was an incredibly fun activity to have done today. Really improved the quarantine experience" Itay Kersh. 
The Jewish Studies Department recently launched a new ‘Beat the Clock’ online learning program. Students in Year 7 have had the opportunity to engage with Jewish general knowledge in a fun and interactive manner. 
The program also grants the student points when they complete the quizzes correctly which is then recorded on a national leaderboard. This creates a very competitive element of the program and helps to encourage the students to develop their Jewish general knowledge.
Beat the Clock online program - Website: www.beattheclock.net
 https://www.thejc.com/education/education-news/digital-makeover-for-jewish-studies-1.501447
Below are a few quotes from students who have provided feedback after completing the first Unit:

"I really enjoyed learning more information about my religion" Skye Mapleson
"Learned a lot and enjoyed it" Noah Lavin
" I found that I have learnt lot more of the details within the different subjects. It was also nice to see that I already knew some of the things but that for some things i had forgotten or had slipped my memory" Anya Ordman
Maths:

We have not been able to run the Junior Maths Challenge for Year 7 in school, but most of the top set Year 7 and 8 students still went ahead and did it online.  We achieved 2 Gold (Nathan Bookbinder, Zach Zell-Davis), 6 Silver (Ben Goodall, Louis Attias, Liora Sallon, Ilan Miller, Eytan Rubin, Naomi Hantman) and 17 Bronze awards (Noah Levin, Adina Ross, Hannah Sabba, Joe Elfassy, Skye Maplesden, Miri Cohen, Rachel King, Gil Isaacson, Marissa Cohen, Tomer Altman, Yoni Kasmir, Evie Bell, Mia Kaivanto, Dan Seitler, Ilana Lesser, Ester Frischman, Zara Zell-Davis). 
A group of students had a virtual Maths Inspiration lecture through YouTube and a browser-based app so they could participate in an enrichment activity that would normally take place in a theatre. On Tuesday 14th July there is an online STEM careers event that is open to all Year 7-10 students.  The students will appreciate joining some of those sessions during the day if time allows. although this isn't a Maths activity specifically.  School will be assessed on quality of careers education by Ofsted and this would be something we could use to show our commitment even during lockdown: https://www.digitalbigbang.co.uk/ 
We continue to encourage students to get involved in study beyond the syllabus. Chaim Greenhouse, Ari Cohen, Max Shalks have been watching Maths enrichment webinars run by the UK Maths Trust. Louie Leventhall has also signed up to do a Data Science course. 
Modern Foreign Languages: 
Please find below a list of activities/projects we have run in the department in addition to lessons over the past three months. 
· Year 7 Spanish artwork challenge

· Eiffel Tower Challenge - we encouraged pupils to take part in the Eiffel Tower’s Twitter challenge, to recreate the tower at home. There were some excellent entries. 
· Spanish scavenger hunt challenge.

· French Escape room challenge 

· Virtual school trip to Paris.

· Virtual school trip to Mexico

· Year 11- Stephen Spender translation competition

Modern Hebrew:

KS3 went above and beyond the curriculum to listen to Israeli radio and read the Hebrew "Bereshit" newspaper, as well as making a presentation about what they had read in Ivrit. We also carried out Kahoot games at the end of each topic. This went very well. Students loved it and were fully engaged. In Year 9, the Ivrit project went well and students have explored various topics and discovered many different facts about Israel and about the Hebrew language. The end of year Junior Ivrit Challenge was set for KS3 which awarded the students with a bronze, silver or gold certificate. 
Music:

In music, the Year 7 and 8 students have been creating their own pieces of music using the online music program, Soundtrap. The students will be collaborating to create a virtual choir performance of the song "Happy" during the final week of term.
PE:

Pupils have been earning points for every exercise completed, and have run, rowed, cycled, danced and trampolined.  Results will be announced when we return in September.  It has involved all students in Years 7 to 10. Many students have also completed the English Cricket Board's Level 1 umpiring course. 
Politics:

Students have been working hard in lockdown dissecting the role of the cabinet in modern politics. It has been particularly interesting seeing this role heightened by the daily press briefings relating to coronavirus. At the end of the summer session we will see which cabinet members are going to rise and fall in the shuffle. The Year 11 taster sessions went well, with lots of students getting their first experience of political ideologies. Students in Year 12 are going to be spending their summer investigating feminism and closely following the U.S. Presidential Election. It will be very exciting to see whether Biden can take back some of the rust belt against very shaky economic forecasts. 
Yavneh Boys:
During lockdown the boys have continued to have a virtual Minyan together and learn with shiurim delivered by Rabbi Rickman. Whole school assembly via Zoom has been held each Friday taken by Rabbis Schwalbe, Cohen and Mr Leventhall. Guest Friday speaker has been Rabbi Eisenberg. Yavneh boys joined together with Mizrachi for a Yom Haatzmaut community tephillah and later in the day for a Yom Haatzmaut celebratory Quiz organised by Rabbi Goodman. Rabbi Rickman, Schwalbe and Cohen organised a 17th Tammuz study programme for students and parents which included a LIVE shiur given by Rabbi YY Rubinstein from New York. Activities have included an online virtual tour of the Bet HaMikdash and an online LIVE first aid course with Nussy Burns.
Yavneh Girls:

Assemblies have carried on as usual: Rabbi Cohen (Friday Dvar Torah), Mrs Seitler (Monday, current affairs) and Mrs Hoffner (Tuesday, news events from Israel) have delivered pre-recorded assemblies since lockdown. 

We have also had several live Zoom assemblies, including our live sessions for singing hallel on Rosh Chodesh.

We have been honoured to have Rabbi Silberman, Rabbi Eisenberg, Rabbi Gefen, Rabbi YY Rubinstein, Mrs Sara Devora Chrysler and Mrs Shiffy Silverstone who have delivered inspirational assemblies on Zoom which has been a valuable way for us all to connect as a school. 
On Yom HaShoah we had a school assembly and encouraged the girls to do a mitzvah in the memory of a victim. On Yom HaZikaron, Rabbi Silberman gave us an emotional talk and we heard the siren in Israel which really helped to bring the day to life for us all.

Yom Haatzmaut was celebrated with a great programme, despite the obvious challenges. Rabbi Peles and his family played a live Hallel for us using a variety of instruments - this was another example of the positive use of technology as we were able to connect with Rav Peles yet again on Yom Haatzmaut despite the miles of separation. In the afternoon the girls in Year 12 organised a Kahoots quiz, quizlets and they made a collage of the girls wearing blue and white and holding a specially crafted banner. They all had so much fun.

Yavneh Girls would not allow a little challenge like a national lockdown to stop us having a Lag B'Omer activity day. We had virtual rides on Disney World roller coasters, including Harry Potter! We had a whole school assembly making lava lamps (coordinated by Year 12) and hilarious Kahoots quiz: "What you don't know about your friends and teachers". We also tried to help the girls with their feelings of isolation by sending them all postcards and delivering Mrs Hoffner's famous chocolate cake to their door. Thanks very much to our recently qualified Year 12 drivers and our "Year 14" volunteers (and their mums).

Mrs Hoffner arranged a coordinated learning session from Years 7-10 with Yeshiva College, Johannesburg, South Africa. She worked together with alumnus Jenny nee Bishop and organised an International Lunch and Learn entitled "Don't Worry Be Happy". The girls were divided into breakout rooms with source sheets and the girls from the two continents learned together. We hope that this will be an initiative that we can continue together. This was an extremely popular activity.
For Shavuot Mrs Hoffner organised an inspirational learning programme and cheesecake making session with the girls and their mums. The feedback was that the cake was delicious and everyone felt uplifted by the talks given by Rebbetzins Ruthie Halberstadt, Joanne Dove and Esti Hamilton.
One of the highlights of the term was the amazing scavenger hunt- thanks Mrs Hoffner. Clues were given for important Jewish local landmark locations in the area. The girls had a great time hunting them down - ending up on the top pitch outside Yavneh Girls where they were rewarded with a token for an ice cream in State Fayre. It was great to actually see the girls enjoying themselves despite the mini-heatwave and the social distancing government guidelines. Mrs Hoffner's Year 8 halacha class had a Brochos party for finishing 39 Melochos, and received a hand delivered pack. They held the siyum in the zechus of a speedy refua forr cholei Yisroel.
We are all very excited for our activity week - a huge thanks to Mrs Jessica Goldberg for her input. This will include Zoom sessions for hip hop Dancing by the "Fabian Sisters"; a First Aid course by Nussy Burns of Manchester Hatzola; Yavneh Masterchef; a talk about the Manchester Eruv; craft with Mrs Chava Ehrlanger; a live photo session on the top pitch outside Yavneh Girls and graduation celebrations for Years 11 and 13 (all socially distanced of course!). Miss Ainsworth and Mrs Goldberg delivered balloons personally to Year 11s to celebrate their graduation from GCSEs.
In conclusion, I wish to thank Mr Rowe, the Governing Body and Mrs Rowe for their support and help. Also thanks to the staff for their total commitment.
Wishing you all a safe, healthy and restful summer break.
B N Levy

Headteacher 
July 2020     
