                                                THE KING DAVID HIGH SCHOOL
The Headteacher’s Report for the Summer Term 2019
Staffing:
The following staff are retiring.  We thank them for their valued contributions to the school and wish them every happiness in retirement.  
Teaching:
Mrs S Pakman

- Modern Hebrew



part time 

Mrs J Rourke

- Art





part time 

Mrs G Shindler
- English




part time

Non Teaching:

Mrs A Erdely-Morris
- Teaching Assistant



part time 
The following staff are leaving this term and we wish them all the best for the future:
Teaching: 

Miss H Bateman
- Music



full time

promotion 

Mrs U Braun

- Maths



full time 
end of contract 

Mrs M Cohen

- Jewish Studies/Modern Hebrew part time
returning to Israel 

Mrs H Grosskopf
- Jewish Studies


part time
end of contract 

Mr P Lovatt

- Music



full time

promotion
Mr S Miller

- Maths



part time
end of contract 
Mrs C Peleg

- Modern Hebrew

part time
returning to Israel  

Rabbi Y Peles

- Jewish Studies


part time 
returning to Israel  

Ms C Slifkin

- Art



part time
end of contract 

Mrs L Valla 

- Maths



part time
end of contract 
New appointments September 2019:
Teaching:

Mrs J Atkinson

- Food



part time

Mrs J Amosi-Khodadad- Modern Hebrew

part time

Mrs A Caspi-Kaivanto
- Modern Hebrew

part time 

Mr R Collinson

- Science


full time

Mr D Curson

- Maths



full time

Mrs G Lazarus

- Bat Chayil


part time  
Mrs M Neville

- Music



part time 

Miss O Shields

- Music



full time

Miss L Tring

- Art



full time

Dr P Weglicki

- Science


part time

Rabbi E Wolfson
- Jewish Studies


part time 
Head Boys and Head Girls 2019-2020
HEAD BOY

HEAD GIRL          
 YAVNEH HEAD BOY   
YAVNEH HEAD GIRL

Dan Shomron

Savanna Goldman   
Jake Frieze

     
Dalya Glickman




Hinda Perez
      
Rafi Howard
     

Tamara Kay
DEPUTIES

DEPUTIES
     
DEPUTIES

    
 DEPUTIES

Itay Kirsh

Amy Brown
     
Alexander Harris
     
Yehudis Bookatz

Sammy Morris

Amelie Englander   
Natanel Levine
     

Ateret Ellituv

Adam Noyek

Amy Gould



    

Marrisa Hamburger

Charlie Silvert

Hannah Selig



     

Rikki Smith




Jessica Valins



     

Tali Smith




Jade Wagman



     

Jade Suissa 




Lucie Wolfenden 
Charities:
The pupils, as always, have been very generous with their donations to lots of charities, which include Jewish and non-Jewish organisations. The Year 9 pupils presented a cheque for £6,500.00 to Keren Malki whilst they were in Israel on their recent trip. Year 7 Yavneh Girls raised over £750.00 for Ohel Sarah charity in Israel for people with disabilities.

Lucie Wolfenden organised two netball tournaments all in aid of the Papyrus charity, which is the UK charity for the prevention of young suicide. Each participant made a donation to play. The first tournament involved Years 7, 8 and 9 and the second involved Years 10, Sixth Form and staff. Lots of staff and students were involved and came out to support. It was great to see. Across the two days a total of £279 was raised. Well done to everyone involved, especially Lucie who worked so hard to organise the events.
Educational Trips/In School Events:

As well as the extra curricular activities within the school (please see attached list), there have been many successful events this term, and thanks go to those staff who have arranged and given much of their time to these events which include the following:
Aish:
The sixth form Leadership program, NXT, which was initiated this year, enabled the students to meet a variety of influential business profiles within the community who provided career advice and life lessons.  This term, the students had the opportunity to meet Mark Adlestone, Chairman of Beaverbrooks and High Sheriff of Greater Manchester. In this session the students were exposed to the way in which Jewish wisdom has underpinned Mr Adlestone’s leadership style and the implications this has had within his personal and business life.
 Art:
The Art Department held an informal Arts Evening, where family and friends were invited to view the exciting array of GCSE and A level art work displayed around the school. The exhibitions included GCSE Art, Craft and Design work, while the A level Exhibits included Fine Art, Graphic Communication and Textile Design.  Year 10 and 12 Art students spent the day at Manchester School of Art visiting the Degree Shows.  The show featured a diverse range of work such as: graphic design; illustration; filmmaking; textiles; and much more.
Bat Chayil Ceremony:

The Bat Chayil girls had their ceremony and 25 Year 7 girls joined in. They worked so hard practising new songs and writing their own speeches. The girls raised £250 for GIFT.  This is a charity that helps needy families in our community.
Business:
Miss Williamson organised for a speaker from Pinsent Masons Law Firm to come and talk to Year 12 Vocational Business students about their dealings with Human Resource Management and Employment Law. The students found this incredibly useful for their Human Resource Management coursework. 
Computer Science:
This term, the focus was on the new A Level Computer Science students’ progress and achievement. Itay Kirsh, Benji Berkeley and Dan Shomron have achieved fantastic results in their summer exams. They are now preparing to focus on their controlled assessment for next year. 

Following their taste of a technology event in Manchester, where they liaised with experts, regarding careers in computing at universities Year 10 have now completed Paper-2 of their curriculum and are preparing for their controlled assessment early next year.  

The Year 9s were exposed to creative learning on developing images, using computer graphics software. Students learnt to use various tools to develop excellent graphic objects using multiple layers. 

The Year 8s were introduced to a new module in ‘turtle power’ programming, which enabled students to learn about control flow, procedures, and recursion along with colour attributes and dimensions.
Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme: 
We are now coming to the end of the Duke of Edinburgh season for 2019 and, once again, it has been a really successful season. As last year, we held a full day’s training at school for pupils in Year 9. Whether they decided to do their Duke of Edinburgh or not, they learned many new life skills which are invaluable.

43 Main School pupils have been doing their Bronze and Silver Duke of Edinburgh with Yavneh Boys and Yavneh Girls totalling 32 currently doing their Bronze. One pupil, Eli Prais, registered and has completed his Gold Expedition Section. Eli will now work towards finishing the other sections of his Gold Duke of Edinburgh 
and ultimately be invited to St James’ Palace to receive this most prestigious award, widely known as “The world’s leading achievement award for young people”. 
Doing their Duke of Edinburgh teaches participants many things including the most important skill of team work, especially for the Expedition Section. Participants can learn something new for the Skills Section or improve on a skill they are doing at present as well as keep fit and healthy for the Physical Section. The Volunteering Section will ensure that the participant becomes and remains a valuable member of their community. It is interesting to see the diverse activities participants have chosen for their sections including Charity Faith Work, youth coaching, fundraising, martial arts, squash, music, cookery and many more.

This Duke of Edinburgh season has once again been very successful and thanks must go to Mr Waring and Miss Barker and the entire team at JLGB for the hard work and support they have put in over the past year.

Drama:

Following the success of the Year 12, production our Drama and Theatre Studies pupils from Year 10 presented their own devised theatre performances on a range of topics including a play addressing the issues of industrialisation and the environment. The performance compelled the audience to consider a future dystopia in which warnings of global warming and worrying levels of pollution have been ignored.  A second play explored the consequences of the 2017 terrorist attack at the MEN Arena, and how events of that tragic night have left emotional scars of ‘survivor’s guilt’ as many of the victims’ friends and their families struggle with post-traumatic stress disorder. The pupils worked with confidence, maturity and imagination in delivering their productions and the interpretations of both plays were well received by a capacity audience in the drama studio. Our LAMDA (London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art) pupils have been taking exams this term in several performance-related areas including Acting Grades, Speaking Verse and Prose and Solo Introductory Stages and we wish them success with this. We hope to continue to offer LAMDA next year and if any pupils are interested in studying the beneficial and exciting courses then they should contact Mr Sills. 
English:
We were very pleased to have the opportunity this term to provide two days of intense English study for Year 11. Whilst this was a challenge to plan and deliver, the sessions were well attended and the department felt that the additional time was invaluable. Feedback from pupils was also highly encouraging. Following the departure of Years 11 and 13, we reviewed our programme of intervention. This term’s priority was Year 10, and we are currently providing eight additional booster lessons across main school and Yavneh for pupils in need of further support in areas ranging from handwriting to literary text study. We have also been able to provide three additional sessions for Year 9, focussing on technical skills and developing essay writing technique in readiness for GCSE. The English department has also worked hard this term to overhaul its current schemes of work for Years 7-11, with a particular focus on enhancing and evidencing SMSC provision; providing more  opportunities for enrichment and independent study; encouraging transferable skills and allowing a little more flexibility for teachers. Similarly, we have also worked hard to review our marking policy and practice, and in particular to improve the ways marking yields assessment data at KS3. We now move towards a busy end of term where Year 10 pupils will sit the Spoken Language component of their English Language GCSE. 
Food Technology:

The department welcomed Year 5 pupils from King David Primary School and they experienced using the Food preparation and Nutrition room and made chocolate chip cupcakes. The department also welcome pupils from Bury and Whitefield Primary who will also visit the department during their taster days.  

Year 8 pupils have been creating a healthy cupcake to eat as part of an airline meal and completed a project examining the taste, texture and appearance of cakes made with a variety of different flours and sugars.  They are looking forward to creating their own cupcake this week which they adapted after the cupcake investigation. 
 
French and Spanish:
Pupils this term have continued to present news in French and Spanish during assemblies. We have also run several competitions within the department. We were impressed with the standard of entries in the MFL Flash Fiction competition where pupils used their own imagination and creativity, along with their linguistic abilities to produce a short story in the target language. Many congratulations to Sophie Seitler (10YG), Lucy Singer (10SMG) and Gabriella Chapman (8SL2) for their winning entries. 
Some Year 9 pupils worked to produce a project on a French or Spanish speaking country. They researched the country in detail and used their IT skills to present their research. 

This term our Year 9 and 10 students studying Spanish have been exchanging emails with students from the IES Salvador de Madariaga School in La Coruña, Galicia. They have also recorded and uploaded videos onto a blog to introduce themselves to their penpals. In recent weeks, pupils from both year groups have also participated in live video conferences with their penpals. These sessions were a great opportunity for students 
to develop their Spanish language skills, to learn about the culture of Spain, to form friendships abroad and improve their confidence in spoken Spanish. 
In June, some Year 12 students were fortunate to listen to the story of a pilgrim who had completed 'El Camino de Santiago'. This enabled to pupils to gain a greater understanding of the topic for their A Level course and also gave them the opportunity to learn first-hand about other religions and customs.  A group of Year 12 pupils also attended a lecture by Mrs Ackers on 'Linguistics' and following the lecture, several pupils participated in the UK Linguistics Olympiad. Pupils enjoyed the challenge of solving linguistic data problems from a wide range of languages and it has given them a real insight into study beyond A Level. 
Geography: 
Mr Faraday and Mr Chappelle took the Year 12 Geography students on a four-day residential trip to Malham Tarn Field Studies Centre. This was to enable them to collect data for the independent investigation. The students had a great time!   

GIFT:
During this term, GIFT held weekly ‘Lunch and Do’ sessions for Year 8 girls. The lunch programme was centred upon the theme of giving and the important message to look beyond oneself. Below are examples of the numerous sessions that weekly took place throughout the year: pupils made sandwiches and packaged them up for the Hershal Weiss Centre.  They made decorations for Chanukah used by the local old age homes- Beenstock and Heathlands.  They made sensory bottles for Aim Habanim and decorated Purim cards for The Friendship Circle etc.   
Finally, the programme concluded with a special festive lunch to reward the girls for their great efforts over the course of the year.
Health & Social Care:
The department arranged for Year 12 Health & Social Care students to go to the Nicki Alliance Centre to volunteer with the service users. In addition, they arranged with Mrs Epstein (SENCO at King David Primary School), to hold a seminar based around the provisions and support they provide for service users with additional needs. The students then attended and provided teaching assistance to year 4 classrooms in the Primary School.

Miss Williamson would like to thank Mrs Epstein and Miss Swift in the Primary School for their help and support with the project.

Miss Williamson would like to congratulate Miss Ainsworth, Miss Airley, Mrs Mulgrew and the Year 13 students as all of their hard work and effort paid off in an excellent coursework sample and outstanding BTEC moderation report. 

Miss Williamson would like to thank Mr Taylor-Forbes, who is our Centre Quality Nominee and Mrs Black, who has provided invaluable SPAG support to our Year 13 students this year. 
History:
Mr Stott organised a Year 8 trip to Blist Hill Victorian Town, Ironbridge. This was focused on enhancing the Year 8 curriculum with regards to the Industrial Revolution in Britain. Students also participated in activity workshops including candle making, brick making, the Victorian school experience and handling Victorian money. This is the fourth year the department have been to Blist Hill. Mr Leventhall posted a new set of ‘Did You Know in History’ posters around school.
Israel Trips:

This year’s trip was led by Rabbi Cohen.
Students had a wonderful time in Israel, where they presented a cheque to Keren Malki for over £6,500. Highlights included kayaking down the River Jordan, a water fight, cruise on the Kinneret, climbing Massada, floating in the Dead Sea and Ein Gedi. Students were moved by their visits to the Kotel, Yad Vashem and to the Blind and Deaf museum, and they experienced a fantastic Shabbat experience in the Ramat Rachel Hotel.

Students wrote:  

‘This experience was more than just a school trip. It inspired me and made me see what I want to do for some parts in my life. Before this I had no clue at all were I wanted to be in the future, what I wanted to do in life but now I at least have some idea.'

'The past week has been one of the best weeks of my life as hectic as the first few days were. Spending a week in Israel with my friends, teachers and all of the madrichim was a great experience and I feel so lucky that the right teachers were there to enjoy it with us.'

'Just wanted to say a quick thank you for the trip. I have made so many memories and made much tighter friendships with everyone. Thank you for such a good experience.'
'First of all , thank you for the time and effort you put into this whole trip and putting up with a crazy year like ours. Thanks for giving us security wherever we went, whilst also giving us lots of free time to really explore 
Israel individually and have our own special memories with it.'
Thanks go to all the staff that joined the trip: 

Rabbi Cohen, Mr Cheetham, Mrs Chapman, Miss Howarth, Miss Longley, Mr Watson and Mrs Williamson. 

Jewish Studies: 

The Jewish Studies Department held the ‘Beat the Clock’ programme for the fourth year running which was extremely successful. The Inter-High School Jewish general knowledge contest was held on Thursday 11th July. Year 7 pupils from King David High School competed with teams from JFS, Immanuel College, Yavneh College and Yavneh Boys and Girls. The programme gives Year 7 pupils the opportunity to connect with Jewish General Knowledge in an enjoyable, exciting and meaningful manner. The programme gave the students the chance to develop their Jewish life skills as they learnt how to put their studied knowledge into practice. The winning team this year was a group of Year 7 students from JFS Torah Stream and congratulations goes both to them and to all the different groups involved in this year’s contest.
Rabbi Goodman commented how special the event was and how the pupils engaged with Jewish General Knowledge in an exciting, fun and meaningful manner. 
Mrs Ruth Wilkinson, JNF SmartGiving Grants Coordinator visited the contest and expressed that:
“To see our partner secondary schools joining together in such a vibrant learning environment was an absolute pleasure. You can’t help but get sucked into the excitement of the quiz. JNF UK is delighted to be supporting this event – it is what Jewish education is all about.” 
Mrs H Simon, Head of Jewish Studies, Yavneh College quoted:  "Having worked hard throughout the year, 30 Year 7 Yavneh College pupils travelled to Manchester to take part in the annual Beat the Clock inter-schools competition.  Undertaking challenging and interactive Jewish general Knowledge tasks throughout the day was complemented with a great opportunity for the pupils to renew friendships and make new ones.  Feedback from the pupils was unequivocally positive and all of them clearly enjoyed the whole experience from start to finish."
 Rabbi Karp, Jewish Studies Teacher at JFS quoted: “An amazing competition once again this year. The activities were all really exciting for the kids and varied and everything was so well organised” 
Leead Beagle, GIFT “Overall beat the clock was an amazing experience. Getting all different schools together and challenging them in fun and active ways.” 
And the Students:
"I took part in Beat the Clock and I really enjoyed it and it was a fabulous atmosphere.” Eden Lurie 
“Really recommend it as it’s fun and you gain knowledge.” Avital Bergson 
“I really enjoyed it and I made friends with new people from other schools.” Zara Zell Davis 
“I took part in Beat the Clock and I really enjoyed it.” Tyler Black
Rabbi Schwartz , Mrs Williamson and 25 pupils from the main school and Yavneh girls travelled to Shenley to participate in the 2nd annual Etgar Israel competition. As I now reflect on the day, I must first say that all the pupils had the most amazing and positive experience. The competition was held at a lovely event and the 
activities were engaging and to the point. All the pupils were engaged in the activities throughout the afternoon. The atmosphere was fantastic and included the students standing on their chairs and singing at the top of their lungs with their peers from the London schools. Rabbi Schwartz was quoted as saying: "Whilst one KDHS group finished 3rd in one of the 3 parts of the competition, each and every pupil was a winner nonetheless and they have been properly encouraged and motivated to learn even more about Israel and her history, and to become an ambassador of this wonderful event."
Maths:
A group of Year 7 and a small number of Year 8 pupils took the UKMT Junior Maths challenge, achieving very pleasing results. Year 8 students Josh Glickman,  Joseph Dickson, and Robert Beresford  all achieved Gold.  In Year 7, Eytan Rubin, Zach Zell-Davis, Ilan Miller, Mia Kaivanto and Marissa Cohen also achieved Gold.   Four students qualified for the European Kangaroo competition in which Josh Glickman achieved a Merit.  A total of 6 Silver and 11 Bronze certificates were awarded altogether.

Year 5 pupils from King David, Bury and Whitefield, Broughton Jewish and North Cheshire primary schools enjoyed taking part in a Maths Puzzle Workshop, organised by Mrs Goldberg.
Media:
Year 12 students have been conducting photoshoots and editing them in Photoshop as part of their photography coursework. They have been learning how to use professional lighting, conducting photo shoots on location in order to incorporate them into their magazine designs. Please check out the ‘KDHSmedia’  Instagram page to see behind the scenes of our students working in media. 

Year 13 students have created their own advertising campaigns, designing online adverts, posters and Instagram accounts to promote a product of their choice. They have been highly successful and creative in the final creations. They have now completed the course and achieved a number of Distinctions and we wish them all the best in their future studies and careers.

Year 11 Creative iMedia students created some great promotional videos as part of their coursework this year, learning how to plan, direct and edit their own video. They have now completed the course with some excellent results.

Year 9 Yavneh Boys went on a successful photography trip to Manchester City Centre to conduct photographs on their project on the theme of ‘the built environment’ as part of the coursework. They took some beautifully creative photographs with a focus on architecture in Manchester. Year 9 Yavneh Girls are also going on a photography trip to Tatton Park with a focus on nature as their theme.

Modern Hebrew:
This term has been very busy with lots of different activities about Israel led by Sahar and Gali the UJIA Shlichim. Gali will be leaving us at the end of term and we wish her the best of luck in her new journey. We’re happy to say that Sahar though, will be staying with us another year. 

We also want to wish a fond farewell to Mrs Pakman who has worked in King David for over 30 years and has contributed tremendously to the School in General and to the Hebrew Department in particular. We wish her all the best of luck with her life after school. We shall miss her. 

We wish a fond farewell to Mrs Ma’ayan Cohen the Bnea Akiva shlicha and also to Mrs Peleg and we wish them both good luck with their return to Israel. Mrs Cohen and Mrs Peleg are qualified teachers who managed to establish a great connection with the pupils and really helped them improve their reading and writing skills. We wish them both well for the future. 

Last but not least, we wish a very warm welcome to Mrs Kaivanto and Mrs Kodadad who will be joining the Hebrew department in September for the new school year. 

Music: 
The final summer term this year has been a particularly important one as it marks the end of Miss Bateman and Mr Lovatt's time at KD. From September the department will welcome Ms Shields and Mrs Neville who will be taking over. The main highlight of the term was the summer concert at the end of June. The concert featured large and small ensembles as well as many soloists from across the high school. We were also joined by the year 5 choir from the primary and treated to a performance from their guitar ensemble. A number of past students returned to take part in a variety of performances across the evening and the concert finished with a special finale involving the primary and high school choirs singing the Circle of Life from the Lion King accompanied by the High School Orchestra. It was a particularly fitting end to a fantastic concert and a brilliant performance by all those involved. A special mention should be given to the peripatetic staff who have once again provided fantastic support to the department throughout the year both at events, such as the summer concert, but also through their outstanding teaching to all the pupils they teach. The play an integral role in the success of the music department. Many of our students have been taking external music exams this term, sitting ABRSM and Trinity exams. We are expecting some excellent results, a big well done to all those involved.
Oxbridge/Medicine
This term we have 10 students who, after diligently attending Medical Society on a regular basis, have started the process of applying to medical and dental schools (including one vet!).  Many students contributed and delivered presentations to the group, based on their own research.  The latest on Medical Society at KDHS can be found on the following link: http://www.kdhs.org.uk/medsoc.html
PE Events:
Clubs this term have included Badminton, Table Tennis, Rounders and Swimming. 

The GCSE PE Practical Examination day went brilliantly with pupils achieving good practical grades. 
Our GCSE off site video footage has been recognised as an OCR example of good practice.
Inter-house competitions this term included Badminton, Basketball and Swimming. In the last week of term we will deliver our House Rounders, Yavneh Girls Sports Day and Annual Sports Day at Sports City. Numerous fixtures have been completed in athletics, cricket, netball, football and rounders this term.
Lucie Wolfenden represented the City of Manchester in the Greater Manchester Athletics Championships and won the Pole vault competition setting two personal best. This qualifies Lucie for the English Schools completion on July 11th and we wish her the very best of luck.

King David were nominated by the Manchester PE Association to represent the city in Ultimate Frisbee at the Greater Manchester School games. Our Year 7 team performed brilliantly, winning the competition.
This term, Sports Captains were chosen from a strong cohort and we are convinced they will all prove to be excellent appointments: Ruben Baker, Ariel Whelan, Daniel Burton, Jaxon Goldman, Sam Lennard, Matt Kelly, Ben Bentley, Jonah Levine, Ari Cohen, Dov Harris, Lydia Kleiman, Macy Semp, Jessica Angel, Amy Crowther, Grace Silvert, Ellie Wolfenden, Poppy Jeffay, Lauren Saffman, Tali Bitan and Libby Elias.
Politics

In Politics this term students have been busy thinking about the UK constitution. Understanding the flexible nature of our constitution has led to many students to demand a change. They no longer want such executive dominance and would prefer Parliament as a whole to have more power. Both Jessica Vallins and Sammy Morris must be commended for their efforts this term, entering the Financial Times political essay competition. The question posed was whether Brexit had broken British politics. The students were invited to attend a special event in Speaker’s House within Parliament to reveal the competition winners and meet Mr Bercow. Alas, neither won, however, both articles really demonstrated their commitment and passion for the subject beyond the four walls of the classroom. Well done Sammy and Jess! 

Prize Giving:

Special separate year assemblies were held in the high school hall to celebrate the achievements of our pupils. Certificates and prizes were awarded for academic achievement and Midot.  On the last day of term we also invited parents of Years 7 to 10 pupils to school to receive awards for those pupils who have made exceptional contributions to the school, either in terms of progress, extra-curricular activities or exemplary behaviour.
Science:
During June Mrs Hodgson accompanied four Year 8 students whilst they took part in the Salters’ Festival of Chemistry at Manchester University. Also in June Mr Waring , alongside two Year 8 students, one Year 9 student and one Year 10 student visited Manchester Metropolitan University to compete in the annual Chemquiz.  Miss Longley, Dr Ivings, Dr O’Brien, Mr Wort and Miss Hirst accompanied Year 12 students to Ainsdale Sand Dunes to complete one of their required practicals. The students developed several skills including quadrat and transect sampling, measuring abiotic factors and species identification. In July Mrs Dansey and Mr Wort have arranged for Year 7 pupils to visit Blackpool Zoo.  Pupils can link what they have studied in the classroom to real life!  
Several Year 10 students took part in the Oxford University physics challenge.  Many students gained certificates, but special mention should go to Abigail Hurst who achieved Gold and also to Jessica Blankstone, Ben Joseph, Georgia Lesser, Libbi Rubens, Lucy Singer and Hannah Joels who achieved Silver. 

Year 10 Yavneh Girls will attend a trip to the Museum of Science and Industry to complement their GCSE science curriculum looking at the innovation and development from our city.
Year 8 students were fortunate to have the opportunity in an open forum to discuss issues around human reproduction and human sexuality. In a joint venture with the Jewish Studies department, Rabbi Rickman joined the science lessons to answer questions. Students had been given the time to write any questions they had. The students were very mature throughout the sessions and were a credit to themselves. This was a fitting climax to an excellent year. 
Taster Days – Year 5:

Pupils in Year 5 from our feeder schools joined us for a taste of high school life! A thoroughly enjoyable time was had by all the pupils, especially at lunch time!   
Taster Days – Sixth Form

After their GCSE exams, Year 11 pupils were able to sign up to a week’s worth of Sixth Form taster sessions.  
Sixth Form:

Year 13 students finished their time at King David with a day of celebration organised by the student leadership team. We wish them all the best in their exams and in the future, and encourage them to sign up for KDHS alumni by linking to the facebook page KDHS alumni or joining us on LinkedIn.  
We are proud to announce the appointment of our new student leadership team, head girls Savanna Goldman and Hinda Perez, head boy Dan Shomron, deputy head girls Amy Brown, Amelie Englander, Amy Gould, Hannah Selig, Jessica Valins, Jade Wagman and Lucie Wolfenden, and deputy head boys Itay Kirsh, Sammy Morris, Adam Noyek and Charlie Silvert. We look forward to them continuing their excellent work throughout the school in the coming year.

A number of societies, arranged by Sixth Form students, have continued to meet actively, including the Debating Society, Feminist Society, Medical Society and Psychology Society. Thanks go to all students and staff involved. 

Amelie Englander and her team also published another extremely informative, funny and professional edition of the KD Chronicles and Lucie Wolfendon organised a really successful charity netball tournament.

The Sixth Form welcomed guest speaker Dez Wilson from online counselling service kooth.com, who also trained a group of students to act as student mentors. The UJIA and Nicky Alliance also spoke to Sixth Form students.

Year 12 students have begun to work intensively on their university applications using the UCAS website, supported by Mr Sleeman and the sixth form team.
Yavneh Boys:
On Yom Haatzmaut there was a special davening in conjunction with Yavneh Girls and organised by Year 12.  It was led by Saul Bishop. A festive breakfast and a short dvar Torah by Rabbi Yehuda Peles was then given to the boys. This was followed by activities for Year 7 to 9 with the UJIA.

The boys in Year 9 helped the campus reach their target of £16,000 for their chosen charity by doing activities such as a sponsored bike ride, cake sales and bag packing.

Years 7 to 10 competed at Sports Day and inter-house rounders.

Many Year 10 boys volunteered to help out at ‘Beat the Clock’ for Rabbi Goodman.

Rabbi Schwalbe took Year 12 students on a 3 day heritage tour of southern Germany.

There have been numerous visits to Sharei Torah Yeshiva where Year 7 and Year 8 boys are able to learn. These have been organised by Rabbi P Cohen and Rabbi Krasner. Rabbi Cohen organised an adventure programme for Year 10 have also had a trip to Heaton Park and the Year 8, 10 and 12 boys have been hosted by the Rabbanim for inspiring Shabbatot.

We have continued to have guest Rabbanim this term including Rabbi Eisenberg every other Tuesday and Rabbi Atlas has been in once. 

Certificates and prizes were awarded to pupils during a special Prize Giving Assembly. There was a Year 7 play on Parashat Chukat co-ordinated by Mr Sills and a special community leadership award was presented in memory of Rev Brodie to Year 13 Eli Hodari.

Mazeltov to boys who celebrated his first Bar Mitzvah call-up in school.

Yavneh Girls:
This term opened with our Yom HaShoah commemorations. Artist, Chava Erlanger, came into school and spoke movingly about her work with Holocaust survivors and explained how they were able to express their feelings through art-promoting empathy. Ms Erlanger also left the girls with a very thought provoking question; asking them if they were only able to take one item with them (not their phone) what would it be? The girls are still debating this several months later.
Yom Hazikaron was celebrated in a Main School assembly, commemorating victims of terror attacks and showing personal involvement which helped the girls relate to the powerful message.
Yom Haatzamaut was a great deal of fun with a festive breakfast and lunch with singing and accompaniment on Rav Peles's guitar. We had bingo with brilliant prizes and the girls created grafitti on special boards.

The lower school had a fabulous Lag B'Omer outing to Formby beach with involved much splashing about in the water!

We have had our usual plethora of inspiring Thursday speakers, including Rabbi Eisenberg, Rabbi Gefen and Rabbi Strom.

Year 7 have been raising money enthusiastically for their Bat Mitzvah project - to buy a specially adapted ipad for Ohel Sarah to help people with additional needs. They have had a bake sale, slime work shop, sold ice cream had a sponsored swim and much more.
The Bat Mitzvah girls have also been to Mrs Hoffner's house and baked challah as well as learning to check vegetables for infestation.
Mrs Hoffner has hosted two sumptuous Friday night dinners- one for Year 13 and one for Year 7- much fun was had by all!
School Camp for years 7&8 took place in Dollgellau, Wales.  The girls had an AMAZING time - participating in water sport activities, a hike and exciting tochniot.
GIFT came in and taught the girls about the value of money and the importance of shopping thriftily. They set them a challenge to feed a family of 5 for a week. Each group went to Tesco with £10 and had to shop. The results were fascinating- it was informative, educational and fun!

Year 7 welcomed the visiting Israeli soldiers with a delicious array of refreshments and a beautifully created presentation in Ivrit and English.
There is much excitement about our annual sports day which is due to take place at the end of term.

We are looking forward to a restful and refreshing summer break!

Yom Ha’atzmaut:

Throughout the day on Yom Ha’Atzmaut there were a number of activities organised by Rabbi Goodman and the Jewish Studies Department. Students across the Campus had the opportunity to take part in a Graffitti workshop where they were able to spray paint their own ‘Israel 71’ graffiti boards to take home. Students also had the chance to take part in a UJIA activity led by Amir the UJIA Shaliach. Many students had raised £15 prior to Yom Ha’Atzmaut in order to take part in the annual bingo activity in aid of the Campus charity. Students in King David and Yavneh Schools raised in total on Yom Ha’Atzmaut £3,000. Students also were treated with a special celebration lunch that was held at lunchtime. Rabbi Goodman expressed the wonderful atmosphere on the day as the campus celebrated together Israel’s 71st anniversary.
 
Yom Hazikaron:

The School in partnership with Aish Manchester commemorated Yom Hazikaron this year by creating a program for over 300 students across the Campus. The programme was part of Olami’s worldwide Yizkareim project which aims to motivate people to perform positive actions for each one of the heroes who sacrificed their lives for the land of Israel. The programme ran over 8 days, engaging with over 300 students to educate them about some of the core wars in Israel’s history and the fallen heroes who Israel lost to secure their homeland. The project began with 4 exhibition stands, each run by an Aish educator and covering one of Israel’s wars. The students learnt the dates of the wars, the number of soldiers who fell during those wars as well as soldiers’ personal stories. Following this activity, the students were brought together as a group to discuss the responsibility that they have to remember the fallen soldiers.

The Yizkareim project culminated in an assembly in King David School for all those who had participated in the programme. Students heard from Mrs Shiffy Silverstone, Benaya Cohen, a Bnei Akiva Shaliach who served in the Israeli army, and some students spoke about soldiers that they knew personally who had been killed in action. The assembly ended with students lighting memorial candles in honour of the fallen heroes.

Mai Ozon, King David High School student, Year 10: “As a student, in King David High School, I speak on behalf of all the pupils, I feel privileged that we are able to do the righteous act of honouring so many of Israel’s fallen. We, as a whole, have all come together and taken part in remembering those who have lost their lives in combat, protecting our state, our home, the Jewish land: Israel. This unique project has united the students with all of the grieving families, friends and soldiers in Israel. The connection between us and Israel is undeniable, even though we are so far away… Our assembly on Yom Hazikaron touched every single person in ways that cannot be described. To know that so many of our peers have experienced such losses has given everyone an insight to what the whole nation of Israel feels on this day. As Jewish people, we are all one and we are all family; the assembly commemorating the day of remembrance has reminded us of that. It’s important for us all to uphold the legacy of those who have lost their lives and to remember that Israel is ours and it’s ours for a reason and honouring soldiers within the project has helped us do that. Our hearts are strong yet we grieve with the Jewish nation. Am Yisrael Chai.”
 
Other events include:
Miss Williamson would like to thank Miss Bateman and Miss Downes for stepping in and running the Year 8 reward trip to Blackpool when she was absent with illness. It is much appreciated and all had a fantastic time. In July, Miss Williamson and Mr Faraday took Year 8 to Heaton Park as a reward trip to complete orienteering activities. Miss Williamson would like to thank Miss Bateman for all of her help and support over the years with Year 7 and 8 and sends good luck wishes as she moves on to her new school. She will be deeply missed. Shalva and Yehudit Hadari took part in a debating competition at Huddersfield Grammar School. They won their group of 4 and then narrowly lost the final to Hedmonwick Grammar School, placing 2nd out of 8 teams overall. Yehudit also won the prize for best speaker in the competition.

Assemblies:

Pupils are asked to contribute towards morning assemblies and this term there were assemblies in Music, Spanish, Poetry, French and Voice of Israel.  There were also assemblies for Yom Hazikaron, Yom Ha’Atzmaut, Yom Hashoa and the 75th anniversary of D-Day. Samuel Lennard received the Elliot Levy trophy for Excellence in Football during a presentation assembly. 
Parents’ Guild:

Thanks go to all the committee members of the Parents’ Guild for all their hard work and dedication involved in raising funds for the campus.  The Parents’ Guild continues to support the school and we appreciate all of their efforts. This term they have contributed towards the insurance and repairs for the school minibus and made a donation towards ‘Beat the Clock’.   
Guest Speakers:

Guest speakers, lecturers and visitors are an enjoyable and integral part of the school day. Guests this term have included:
Rabbi Zeidman, GIFT London
Rabbi Andrew Shaw, Mizrachi UK
In conclusion, I wish to thank Mr Rowe, the Governing Body and Mrs Rowe, for their support and help. Also thanks to the staff for their total commitment, not just in the classroom, but also at lunchtime and during all the after-school activities. 
B N Levy

Headteacher
July 2019
