                                               THE KING DAVID HIGH SCHOOL

The Headteacher’s Report for the Spring Term 2020
Coronavirus 

The last couple of weeks in school proved to be extremely difficult to manage.  Due to significant staff absence all pupils in Years 7 and 8 were asked, where possible, to stay at home.  This then escalated to Year 9 as staff absences grew.  A huge thank you must go to the extremely hard work and dedication of Mrs Basger and Mrs Rowe who diligently worked night and day during this time on adjusting student timetables for students in Years 10 to 13.  A big ‘thank you’ must also go to Mr Pitt and Mr Cheetham for their sterling work, leading the school during this time [in the absence of the head and deputy head].  All staff, teaching and non-teaching, must be praised as they showed how the value of team work and communal spirit can endure the most challenging of times.

Finally, thanks go to Mr Rowe for whose continuous guidance and support during this unprecedented time was invaluable. 
Charities:
The pupils, as always, have been very generous with their donations. Students across the campus have worked hard with numerous fundraising initiatives and they are collecting money in aid of the JNF. Students have been leading a number of different initiatives including sponsored events, sale of cookbooks, running tuck shops and other small enterprises. 

Educational Trips/In School Events:

As well as the extra curricular activities (list attached) within the school, there have been many successful events this term and thanks go to those staff who have arranged and given so much of their time to these events which include the following:
Parents’ Evenings:
This term there have been evenings for parents of pupils in the Main School and Yavneh Boys and Yavneh Girls.  All these evenings were well supported and highly informative for parents.  The parents’ evening for Year 7 was postponed due to the Coronavirus situation. 
Taster Days:
Year 6 children from our feeder schools and other schools enjoyed spending the day in the Main School and Yavneh.  As always, lunch in the canteen was a special highlight for them all! 
The Allotment:

The high school has been awarded £5000 for the campus-wide allotment initiative. This initiative was instigated by Mrs Selby and Mr Cheetham.  The idea behind this is that an allotment would be a safe haven for pupils to go and relax !  Many of the parents have already donated pallets and offered their assistance and expertise.
‘Incredible Edibles’ have given us seeds and we'll soon be growing herbs, vegetables, flowers and fruit.

Fruit trees have already been planted by the High School, Yavneh and Primary pupils as part of the Tu Bishvat celebrations.  Year 11 pupil Rachel Hoddes has designed a King David allotment sign which will be put up as soon as possible. Much to look forward to! 
Art  

On Wednesday 22nd January, Year 11 pupil Rosy Akalawu-Ellman was awarded third place at the North West Regional Final of the ARTiculation National Speaking Competition held at the Whitworth Art Gallery.  The adjudicators praised Rosy for her ‘powerful argument for a new art form and drawing creativity from what is uniform.’

Pupils, technicians and teachers directed by Mrs Waxman, Head of Art have been involved in the making of the set for the play ‘Blood Brothers’. Sadly the play has been postponed. 
KS3 pupils have been enjoying two new art clubs held during lunchtimes with Miss Borodenko and Miss Tring, teaching weaving and hat construction skills.
Year 13 Fine Art student Savanna Goldman has organized and implemented art activities in the Primary School which take place every Monday lunchtime.
Year 8 pupils have been working towards creating an art installation in commemoration of Yom Hazikaron.  The Art teachers and pupils have been collaborating with Sahar, the Israeli Shaliach, in designing and constructing a large Magen David made from over 400 triangular boxes. Each pupil has decorated a series of triangles with individual designs combining skills using hand embroidery and typography techniques. Each design commemorates the life of a fallen soldier fighting for Israel. Information regarding the viewing of the installation will be posted onto the school website.   
Careers Evening

Careers Evening took place on Thursday 5th March.  Students from Years 10 to 13 were invited to attend to find out about different career paths.  There were representatives from universities, apprenticeship providers and varying professions.  It was an excellent evening that was well attended by students and parents.  We received positive feedback from all stakeholders and it was lovely to see so many of our alumni giving independent careers advice.  A special thanks to Mrs Mulgrew and Mrs Burton for the time that they spent organising the event.
Drama 
The Drama Department has been working towards the staging of the highly popular play ‘Blood Brothers’ working with students from across the years. The scheduled production of the show was postponed due to the outbreak of Covid 19.  Year 11 presented scenes from a range of plays using comedy to entertain their audience and reflect their versatility as performers. The Year 13 drama group also presented work in physical styles, tackling the issue of the treatment of women by the terrorist organisation Boko Haram. Year 10 are currently devising their own plays for performance in the Summer term. Drama Club has continued its popularity with record numbers attending.     
Duke of Edinburgh  
The Autumn term 2019/2020 has seen the continuation of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award for students in Year 9 and above. December 2019 term started with a full day of training for all students and followed previous years to be extremely successful, with help from the King David School Duke of Edinburgh Award coordinator, Mr Waring. 
All Year 9 pupils in the Main School, Yavneh Boys and Yavneh Girls took part in an-out-of lesson Duke of Edinburgh Award Training Day, thus helping to encourage more participants to sign up who would not otherwise have done so.  Year 10 pupils had a full day training for the Silver Award.

Key to Duke of Edinburgh training is transferable life skills where students learn navigation, first aid, menu planning and caring for equipment and much more. Many pupils have registered for their expeditions. If pupils have not signed up, they can apply now at www.jlgb.org/dofe 

Once again, this year a group of students undertook their Gold Expedition training in February with JLGB. This was a five-day residential trip, in a bunkhouse in the heart of the Brecon Beacons, which helped them with their navigation and teamwork skills.  

Thanks as ever go to the JLGB team and Mr Waring for helping to make all of this possible.

English 
This term has seen the English Department focus on encouraging King David and Yavneh pupils to read for pleasure. Not only is this an area prioritised by the new Ofsted framework, it is also a hugely enjoyable and useful activity. The benefits of reading extend far beyond English as a subject. Reading for personal enjoyment has been shown to significantly improve a child’s mental wellbeing, general knowledge, and understanding of other cultures. It also considerably benefits a child’s reading attainment and writing ability, including breadth of vocabulary, text comprehension and grammar. Most interestingly, recent research has also proved that reading enjoyment is more important to a child’s educational success than his or her family’s socio-economic status. With this in mind, we have recently compiled new recommended reading lists for years 7-9. These have been shared with pupils, publicised through posters and emails home, and will shortly be available for loan from the school library. They comprise contemporary fiction books which are (in the vast majority) written specifically for young adults, and are in-line with reading lists 
provided by other schools and educational bodies. We feel that our recommendations are age-appropriate, enjoyable, accessible and cover a range of issues pertaining to young adults today. Teachers in the department and beyond have also been sharing their own reading experiences with pupils through posters in classrooms and keen KD readers have been encouraged to join our Junior (Years 7-9) or Senior (Years 10-13) book clubs which run at lunch time. This term has also seen the department make further contributions to the school’s extra-curricular provision: Mrs Williamson and the Yavneh girls have recently 
published the second instalment of their newspaper; Ms White will be delivering a lecture to Sixth Form students on ‘Monsters in Literature and Culture’, which will closely be followed by Mrs Silver’s lecture on ‘Language and Power’. Our pupils have also been delivering lectures - most notably Hannah Selig of Year 13, whose EPQ project explored the politicisation of fairy tales over time. 
Health and Social Care 
Students in Year 12 spent a week being ‘new’ parents as part of the departments’ Egg Project. Students had to meet the physical, emotional, social and intellectual needs of their egg. This gave them an opportunity to understand the roles and responsibilities of new parents as well as the developmental needs of infants. As you can see from the photo below, some new parents found the task more difficult than others, as one egg required A&E assistance!
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History 
Mr Leventhall organised a common Holocaust Memorial Day Assembly that was delivered in Yavneh Boys by Mr Leventhall, and in Yavneh Girls by Mrs Seitler. Rabbi Rickman presented in the main school.
Pre-Poland Year 12 journey learning sessions were held this year. Mr Leventhall coordinated sessions in Yavneh boys with Rabbi Silberman and Rafi Kleiman, and in Yavneh Girls with Mrs Hoffner. Sessions were delivered in the main school by Mr Pitt and Mr Cheetham.  In March Mr Leventhall initiated an extension learning project on ‘Revolutions’ for Year 8. 

Jewish Studies
The King David High School once again hosted an exciting, engaging and memorable Purim experience. The morning began with a communal Megillah reading where students had the chance to follow the story on a large screen as it was being read, and sound one of the many air horns that were provided as Haman’s name was announced. Following the Megillah reading, students then took part in a carousel of activities. A Mishloah Manot activity was led by Rabbi Chaim Cohen who enabled the students the opportunity to learn and partake in the Mitzva, whilst emphasising the importance of friendships with each other. Students then had the chance to compete in year group interactive online quizzes. The quizzes were led by Rabbi Schwartz who described how “it was incredible to see the student’s knowledge on the Festival of Purim when playing the quiz… the students’ behaviour was excellent and it was a pleasure to spend Purim with them”. Additionally, throughout the morning, each year group had the opportunity to enjoy an array of exciting inflatables in the Sports Hall. The morning activities climaxed with an engaging and interactive Purim Seuda where a special festive pizza lunch was served whilst students were entertained watching a teacher contest that took place on the stage.
Quotes below:
“There was an incredible Purim atmosphere throughout the School and it was wonderful to see the students having such a fun and positive Jewish experience”. Rabbi Goodman.
"One of the highlights was reading some of the beautiful notes that the pupils sent each other along with their Mishloach Manos packages. Rabbi Chaim Cohen.
The King David and Yavneh Schools, in conjunction with Mizrachi UK, were privileged recently to host Mr Aryeh Myers, Mr Israel Portnoy and Rabbi Johnny Solomon. 

The students began their day by listening to an inspiring message from Mr Israel Portnoy. He began by describing his journey from growing up in Hale to playing on stage as an internationally acclaimed musician. He then shared with the students the importance of being resilient in life despite the array of challenges that a person may experience. He gave his personal experience of how, recently, he had lost his house and all his musical equipment when a forest fire had spread to his Moshav and burnt all of his possessions. He expressed how he didn’t give up or get depressed but rather stayed strong and carried on pursuing his dreams. He concluded his assembly by playing one of his favourite songs which the students really enjoyed listening to.  After the assembly, students had the opportunity to hear from Mr Aryeh Myers who is currently an MDA paramedic. He inspired the students as he described the work of MDA and the important role students their age play within the organisation. Mr Myers also ran a number of different talksfor the older students where they were able to discuss and grapple with an array of ethical and moral issues surrounding the job of being a paramedic. Students questioned and challenged the topic of the moral responsibility of a paramedic when arriving after an act of terror had taken place, and whether the paramedic has a moral duty to treat the terrorist or not. The day concluded with an interactive session that was delivered by Rabbi Johnny Solomon to Yavneh students. Rabbi Solomon, originally from the UK, described an array of personal experiences that he has had in his career of being in education and 
displayed how the Torah plays such an important role in the lives of Jews living in the 21st Century.The Jewish Studies and the Ivrit Department in partnership with the JNF hosted the Orna Porat Theatre Group this term. The theatre group ran a programme and performance which greatly assisted their language skills. The feedback collected from the students and staff was very positive and teachers described that the students’ Hebrew vocabulary was greatly enhanced. Prior to the performance, the Ivrit Department prepared the students in order for them to gain the most from this exciting event. For Holocaust Memorial Day students from the Year 12 Religious Studies group represented the school at the City of Manchester event. Students participated in lively discussions as well as watching a number of poignant short story films which highlighted individual stories. Rabbi Rickman commented that, "the students were a credit to our school. "Rabbi Rickman has been honing his film-making skills with a new initiative for weekday assemblies. In order to accommodate the Learning for Life  program without compromising the school’s legal requirement for a faith assembly, Rabbi Rickman pre-records a message  (with special effects) which students watch during form time.  Now that assemblies have been cancelled, Rabbi Rickman sends a daily video with a thought-provoking message. These videos are hosted on YouTube @ Rabbi Rickman TV:) as well as www.kdhs.org.uk/assembly.
Poland
Over the February half term, King David High School and Yavneh, in conjunction with JRoots, took around 70 students on a five-day trip across Poland, visiting concentration camps and historical sites to witness first-hand the atrocities and horrors that took place over 70 years ago. The feeling in the group was one of fascination and disbelief that anyone could have survived. 
After a 5 day trip to Poland, the Yavneh group then returned back to Manchester whilst the King David students went on to Israel. Upon arrival, the group quickly worked their way through Ben Gurion airport and found ourselves on the roof of the Aish Jerusalem building overlooking the Kotel. Students described how, as they made their way to the epicentre of 3,000 years of Jewish history, they were struck by the juxtaposition of experiencing Auschwitz in the morning and the Kotel at night. It was a very heavy, yet uplifting and empowering experience. 
The group were treated to a number of fantastic experiences including: 
~ Classes at Aish Jerusalem by Rabbis Zeldman and Rabbi Friedman.
~ A fun and history-filled segway experience culminating in learning about Jerusalem at the Haas Promenade. 
~ Students then travelled to Yaffa to learn more about the plight of survivors who arrived there in 1945 from the remnants of war-torn Europe. 
~ They had the immense privilege of being hosted by former Israeli Chief Rabbi and current Chief Rabbi of Tel Aviv, Rabbi Yisroel Lau who is himself a survivor of Buchenwald. His majestic oration had the entire group mesmerised as he shared some personal stories and themes with them. 
~ Visited Hatzalah and Orcam (a high tech firm) in Jerusalem and learnt of the amazing, trailblazing work they are doing. 
~ The students heard from a true Jewish heroine, Rachelle Frankel, whose son was kidnapped and murdered by terrorists in the summer of 2014. Her message of Jewish unity struck a chord with the group, as did her positive outlook on life.
UJIA – Israel Expo
Sahar has kindly led a variety of interactive assemblies for Year 10 throughout this term. The students have taken part in the sessions and the feedback collected from the students has been very positive. Special thanks to Sahar for all his time and effort that he gives to the School.
Maths 
A mixed Year 8 and Year 9 team consisting of Deena Baker, Ilan Miller, Joe Dickson and Ariella Levy took part in the UKMT Junior Team Maths Challenge regional final at Manchester University, coming a very respectable 5th out of 27 teams.  Mr Curson, who accompanied the team, reported that several teachers commented to him about how polite, respectful and well behaved they all were. 
Year 10 students Israel Garbe, Adam Frost, Emily Bower and Amy Crowther also enjoyed taking part in the Maths Feast group enrichment activities at Manchester university. 

A group of Year 10 and a few Year 11 students took part in the Intermediate Maths Challenge.

Ben Bentley, Chaim Greenhouse and Reuben Baker (best in school) all achieved Gold certificates and all three qualified for the follow-on European Kangaroo paper.  Another three students achieved Silver and ten achieved Bronze.
Media 
Year 13 Media students have planned and created their own film. They have been on a trip to The People’s History Museum and spoken with the Museum Programme Assistant to gain ideas and inspiration to help them plan their upcoming event. 
After attending film screenings at the end of last year, every Media student entered the Into Film festival film-reviewing writing competition. Into Film is a UK wide programme which gives every child and young person aged 5 to 19 in the UK the chance to experience film creatively for free. Our very own Zissy Weltscher won the over 16s film review 2019 writing competition with her honest and reflective review of the film. Her review is posted on the Into Film website and she won an Amazon Fire tablet and £200 of cinema vouchers for the Media department. We intend to go on a trip at the end of the year.  Well done and thanks to Zissy.

Year 12 students have attended the BBC Young Reporter event where they attended a lecture on storytelling with published author Stephen Done. They took park in workshops to create their own podcasts with a BBC producer, learnt how to film interviews with an industry specialist and recorded their own, and experimented with new immersion technology with Discovery Education. The day ended with Q&A and career advice, and different routes into the media industry from ScreenSkills and current apprentices in the industry.

The students have also been working hard conducting successful pitches for their unique magazine ideas and are currently in the process of planning their photographs. Some photography trips will be taking place soon!

Year 10 Creative iMedia students have been on a successful photography trip to Manchester to take photographs for their coursework, designing a magazine advert for a client. They are moving onto their photography based coursework and are beginning to plan photo shoots they will need to take.
Film Club
We have so far screened ‘Maleficent’ and ‘Life of Pi’ with success and enjoyment from the club members. We are currently in the process of watching Wes Anderson’s animated ‘Isle of Dogs’ which the pupils have not seen before but are very entertained by the animation style and storyline so far. We also attended the spring Into Film festival to watch the film ‘Lion’ at an independent cinema. The club members loved this experience and hope to attend more events like this in the future.

Modern Foreign Languages 

This term, all pupils in the school have been encouraged to keep a ‘Language Learning Log’, completing a range of activities to further their linguistic abilities and cultural awareness beyond the classroom. Pupils have enjoyed reading a range of books in French and Spanish using Audible and enjoyed reading and watching the news in both languages. Pupils have also shared their learning, presenting the news in French and Spanish in whole school assemblies. Year 9 students are continuing to enjoy sending emails to their pen pals in La Coruña, Spain. In January, Year 12 students participated in a school translation competition. Congratulations to India Power for her winning translation of ‘A gritos con los mosquitos’ by author Pedro Pablo Sacristán. Sixth Form students also attended a workshop on ‘Pan’s Labyrinth’ at Manchester Metropolitan University.

Modern Hebrew
This term has been very busy with lots of different activities, with Adi and Shar (the UJIA Shlichim) who continue to engage the students with activities that are related to Israel. 

The JNF “Festival of Spoken Ivrit” took place this term. It was a great success and was organised and run by ‘The Orna Porat Theatre for Children’. It was the first time this had been performed in School. The children took part in the show and spoke in Modern Hebrew and the reviews after the show were great. We have put up an ‘above and beyond’ display wall in room 203, where students have expressed how they felt about the show and the whole experience. We are looking at possibilities of the show being run again in the future. 

The Ivrit teachers took another course this term led by “PaJeS”. This centred around working with special needs and involved teaching special needs children using special techniques.  The course was very informative and found to be of notable benefit for teachers in our department. 

This term, Year 9 students have made pen pals with Danziger  School in Kiryat-Shomana in Israel. They are also learning about various aspects of Israel. 

Music   
This term kicked off with the annual Winter Concert in January which showcased the talents of students across King David High School. Audiences were delighted by performances from the choir, orchestra, guitar ensemble as well as many other smaller ensembles and solo performances. Some highlights from the concert include a solo performance by a year 7 student, Anya Ordman, and a debut performance of the newly formed Acapella Choir. As always, the peripatetic staff played a key role in preparing the programme and this ensured that the standard of performance was very high. In February, the Year 9 music students 
took part in a six-week workshop through the organisation Band on the Wall. Led by professional musicians, Year 9 students at King David were introduced to music from the Caribbean and learned to play traditional songs and instruments including the steel pan drums. The students are looking forward to the prospect of performing what they have learned in a collaborative concert in the summer term. Finally, the GCSE students have been working hard in March to complete their coursework. Having just finished recordings of their solo and ensemble performances, the students are preparing to perform their GCSE programmes for a larger audience in the next music recital.
P.E.   
This was another busy term for the PE Department, though sadly curtailed by outside influences.
The Inter-house Boys’ and Girls’ Swimming Galas were won by Sharon and Negev.
Fixtures and clubs this term have included badminton,  football, netball, table tennis and swimming.
Our U16 Girls’ table tennis team were runners up at the Manchester City Wide Table Tennis Championship and our boys finished with a Bronze medal.
Our KS3 Boys’ badminton team were tremendously successful in the Manchester City Wide Singles Championships – Josh Stonefield was crowned Champion and Joseph Cohen finished up with the Bronze medal.
Our KS3 Girls’ badminton team were tremendously successful in the Manchester City Wide Singles Championships – Abbie Cohen finished as runners up and Talia Knight earned a Bronze medal
Our Girls’ KS3 table tennis team won the Manchester City Wide Team Championships and our Year 7 boys' only table tennis team finished up with a Bronze medal against many older year group students.
Our Year 10 netball squad finished as runners up in the Manchester Netball 2nd Division.
Sadly due to Coronavirus, we were unable to participate at the Boys' and Girls' City Wide Swimming Galas, Year 7 Netball Cup, Key Stage 3 Girls' Football and we were unable to host both the Year 7 Boys' and Girls' Badminton Championships. In addition, our Inter House Cross Country Championships was postponed.
Fortunately, we had already completed our football and netball league commitments in advance of the league deadline and virus outbreak.
Politics 
Following the decisive win of Mr Johnson's Conservative Party in the December elections you would have expected politics to have calmed down and normal service to resume. However, as the UK settles, US politics is just heating up.  The primaries are in full swing and following an initial success for Sanders and Buttegeig in the Iowa Caucus and New Hampshire Primary it looks like Biden has staged an unlikely comeback, much to the dismay of Sammy Morris and the Sanderistas in Year 13. Watching the outcomes of the primaries has been gripping and the students in Year 13 truly understand the significance of Super Tuesday.
Year 12 have been busy since organising the mock elections at the end of last year. This time it was the turn of Politics Society to host a mock Israeli election focusing on the importance of gaining of a workable majority in the Knesset. Students have also taken part in the first of their Socratic seminars on major constitutional changes to the UK system with fierce debates between Louie Leventhall, arguing for an English Parliament, and Sarah Raisman with Woody Jeffay in opposition. Quality points were advanced by both teams with only the occasional descent into ad hominem arguments. The group looks forward to the next debates on House of Lords reforms and the creation of a UK Bill of Rights.

Psychology 
Early in the term the Psychology Society welcomed Dr Sandi Mann into school to talk to students and staff.  Dr Mann is a lecturer in clinical psychology and a therapist, and spoke about anxiety and how to cope with it.  As the term draws to a close the Year 13 students are working hard towards their final exams.  They have completed another mock exam this term and will do their final one immediately after the Pesach holiday.  The Year 12 students are beginning to explore university courses and a few have expressed an interest in studying Psychology at university.  

Science  
This term pupils studying Biology in Year 12 have visited the Medical and Biological Sciences Department at The University of Manchester.  For National Science Week, teachers in the Science department dressed up as famous scientists to promote greater awareness of the history of science, and pupils in Key Stage 3 were given opportunities to extend their learning beyond the curriculum with a range of activities during the week.  Mrs Cheetham led pupils from all year groups in planting seeds in school.  Mr Wort's science club continues to give pupils exciting experiences, including dissecting an octopus.
Sixth Form:
Sixth Form students have been active in running a number of societies including the Law Society, the Politics Society, the Psychology Society and the Medical Society, which has continued to meet every Monday lunchtime, providing useful information for students when applying for Medicine and Dentistry at University in years 11 to 13. Further details are available at http://www.kdhs.org.uk/medsoc.html 
Ma’ayan Werner and her team produced an extremely professional KD newspaper.

Year 13 students Dalya Glickman, Haddasah Max, Hannah Selig and Olivia Zemmel presented their work for the Extended Project Qualification to an audience of teachers, parents and students at a fascinating evening event.  Thanks to Mrs Silver for her organisation and support and to the staff, students and parents who attended.

The Sixth Form has welcomed a number of guest speakers including JNetics, Colonel Richard Kemp, UJIA and Julia Samuel from the Anglo-Jewish Association, who spoke to Year 13 about student finance and bursaries available for Jewish students.
Year 12 students attended an Oxbridge conference at Oldham Sixth Form College with Mr Pitt.

Well done to all year 13 students who have received offers from universities and apprenticeships. Thanks go to Mr Sleeman, Mr Christo and their team for their support.

There has also been a fascinating series of lectures from staff and students open to all Sixth Form students:
S Hadari (Spartacus – an investigation into the way we use art as propaganda)

J Pitt (Is Britain a fair society?)

V White (Monsters in Literature)

A Cheetham (The Contradictions of the American west)

R Silver (The Power of Language)

P Weglicki (Fizz, bang, wallop - Science can be fun)

UCAS Evening 

The UCAS Evening is an important evening arranged by Mr Sleeman which provides information to students about their university applications, student finance, personal statements and help with choosing a course. The evening included talks and practical guidance on apprenticeships and university applications.  All Year 12 students also attended the UCAS Convention at Manchester Central. 
Yavneh Boys
We have had a Super Sunday led by Rabbi Silberman from Mizrachi focusing on the different teachings of Rav Soloveichick and Rav Cook.

We have celebrated the first call-up and Bar Mitzvah for Michael Faber in Year 8.

Guest speakers in Yavneh Boys have included Rabbi Eisenberg every other Tuesday, Mattan Milner, Sahar UJIA, presentation from Chai Cancer Care.

Former students have spoken in tephillah including Sammy Pine, Aaron Seitler and Rafi Kleiman.
Mr Leventhall led a success Poland journey with Year 12.

The boys, with Rabbi Cohen and Rabbi Schwalbe, organised a magnificent Purim learning session at Bnei Akiva.
Yavneh Girls 
This year’s annual Shabbaton was held in a new venue in Betws y Coed, Wales. The scenery is stunning there and the building very comfortable. Thanks to the exceptionally hard work of our tremendously dedicated team (and their families) led by Mrs Hoffner, it all went super smoothly. Special thanks to Mr and Mrs Dean Kaye, our amazing guests. Mr Kaye gave fascinating talks about inter-personal relationships and Mrs Kaye was a superb help in the kitchen! Thanks also to Rabbi and Mrs Zvi Gefen and their lovely family who made a magnificent contribution to the atmosphere. The theme was “Shema”, different aspects of how not to merely ‘hear’ but to truly ‘listen’. 
Tu B’Shvat was celebrated by a brilliantly organised Year 12 who devised a scavenger hunt for all the girls and culminated in a decorating biscuit activity. We then planted a tree in the grounds that was given to us by Mrs Selby from the Main School. 

We have had several speakers this term. Thanks to Rabbi and Rabbanit Silberman for their inspirational talks and thanks to Rabbanit Silberman for her regular lunchtime activities in the hall that are enjoyed by the whole school, especially the re-enactment of a passage from the Kuzari. Thanks also to the Shlicha, Nini Milner for coming in to give a lunchtime group too!

Assembly was particularly entertaining when Rabbi Solomon came to visit with a representative from MDA and the Portnoy Brothers who gave a moving assembly and a fantastic concert thrown in.

Year 12’s trip to Poland with Mrs Hoffner and Nini was a great success. There was an incredible ruach and achdut within the group. The girls returned in a sombre but uplifted mood- feeling inspired by the stories of the past and the experiences that people have endured.
Year 8 won last term’s MAD competition (Making a Difference) – well done! A reward trip to Pagoda was enjoyed by all – especially Mrs Hoffner, Mrs Williamson and Mrs Seitler!

Our hall has been transformed into a spectacular winter wonderland by our talented Mrs Hoffner and Year 12, complete with snow scenes, twinkling fairylights and silhouettes of the Alps all set against a startling blue backdrop. The perfect start to Adar. Purim was especially fun this year – we had a silent disco in the BA Bayit, with an inflatable bouncy castle, dart board and Sumo suits. Pizza, chips and an ice cream bar were especially popular new additions to the traditional festivities.

Unfortunately, due to the current situation, our school performance of “The Greatest Showman” had had to be postponed. It is wonderful to watch the girls practising during lunch breaks and of school rehearsals and I really hope that this will be rescheduled as soon as possible.
Wishing you all healthy break and a Kosher and Happy Pesach.
Assemblies:

Pupils are asked to contribute towards morning assemblies and this term there were assemblies in French, Ivrit – Voice of Israel, Languages, poetry and Spanish. 
Parents’ Guild:

Thanks go to all the committee members of the Parents’ Guild for all their hard work and dedication involved in raising funds for the campus.  The Parents’ Guild continues to support the school in many ways and we appreciate all of their efforts. This term they have paid for the breakdown cover for the school minibus and bought 8 new ovens for food technology.
Guest Speakers and Visitors:

Guest speakers and lecturers are an enjoyable and integral part of the school day, and visitors and speakers this term have included:
Mark Adlestone OBE
Israel Portnoy
Aryeh Myers
Rabbi Johnny Solomon 

Russell Conn 

Tali Tzemach
Ruth Wilkinson
Yonatan Galon
Amichai Pardo 
In conclusion, I wish to thank Mr Rowe, the Governing Body and Mrs Rowe for their support and help. Also thanks to the staff for their total commitment, not just in the classroom, but also at lunchtime and during all the after-school activities.  
Wishing you all a healthy, meaningful and kosher Pesach. 
B N Levy

Headteacher 
March 2020     
