THE KING DAVID HIGH SCHOOL

The Headteacher’s Report for the Autumn Term 2020
Staffing:

The following staff have left this term and we wish them all the best for the future:
Mrs R Campbell

- Finance Administrator
part time
Wanted more part time post
Mrs N Cheetham
- Biology

full time 
Promotion  
Mrs M Cook

- TA


part time
Retired

Mrs Y Nysenbaum
- TA


full time

Retired

Mrs L Wang

- Business/Economics
full time

Family reasons 
New appointments 2020-2021:

Teaching:

Mrs L Burns

- TA




part time - October 2020
Miss G Grant

- Maths maternity cover


part time - January 2021
Mr J Magid

- TA




part time - September 2020
Mrs A Noe

- Bat Chayil



part time - September 2020
Mrs M Soni

- Economics & Business 


part time - January 2021 

Mrs M Turner

- Biology



part time - January 2021 
Mrs S Woolfstein
- Bat Chayil



part time - September 
Non-teaching

Mrs L Rose

- Finance Administrator/Office Manager
part time - October 2020 
The teachers and support staff in the school have continued to work incredibly hard to maintain business as usual and the best learning possible in these difficult times. The school’s innovative approach of using streamed lessons from classrooms has been welcomed by students and parents and praised by the local authority. 
 
A special mention should also go to the students themselves, who have returned to school with real enthusiasm this term, worked hard, and displayed tremendous maturity in adapting to the changes and restrictions both in and out of school. Thank you! The tough situation has really brought out the best in the whole KD community. 
Edulink

The School has amalgamated various programs to run behaviour, attendance, achievement and homework through both SIMS and Edulink. Edulink provides a user-friendly interface to both parents and pupils who can access the software on a computer or via the app. This allows the school to communicate information home as positive and negative behaviour is recorded throughout the day. It has also allowed teachers to communicate homework directly to pupils and parents, streamlining instructions and deadlines into an easy to use digital space. Due to the nature of these changes, staff have been able to easily reward pupils for their hard work throughout the term. Further updates and functions are planned for the future.
Educational Trips/In School Events:
As well as the extracurricular activities within the school, there have been many other successful events this term, and thanks go to those staff who have arranged and given much of their time to these events.  
Open Evenings:

These were well attended and generated a good, positive response from prospective Year 7 pupils and their parents.
Sixth Form Prospective Students’ Evening 
This year the event was organised online, with videos and resources on the school website as well as a live Zoom event attended by parents and Year 11 students who are planning to attend the Sixth Form in September. The programme was designed to help students on deciding the right mix of Sixth Form subjects. Year 11 students have also had talks in assembly on new subjects being offered in the Sixth Form and are beginning discussions with Sixth Form Team about their options. Thanks to the Sixth Form Team for this highly informative and successful event
Parents’ Evenings:

This term, all Parents’ Evenings were organised online:

Main School and Yavneh Boys: Year 7 – Form Tutors only.
Yavneh Girls: Years 7 and 8.

Main School and Yavneh: Year 13. 
These evenings resulted in very positive feedback.
Art:
Students from King David High School participated in a National Art Project initiated by the Council of Christians and Jews (CCJ). Art students in Years 7, 8 and 9 created individual pieces of artwork to raise awareness and speak out about the struggles of refugees and IDPs (Internally Displaced Persons).  
Students made ‘The Little Squares of Hope’  in commemoration of Sukkot, marking the 40-year post-exodus period of displacement. The individual fabric squares were quilted together to transform the walls of a pop-up Sukkah, pitched at JW3 Jewish Community Centre, London and exhibited online by the Jewish Museum, London. 

Year 12 Fine Art and Graphic Communication students are currently working on a live project with Manchester Jewish Museum.  The theme of the project is ‘Being a Light in the Darkness’ which explores aspect of the Holocaust in relation to the Manchester Jewish Community.  
Business and Economics: 

The Business and Economics Department have been working hard on a recovery curriculum for Year 11 and Year 13s with Mr Taylor-Forbes running additional workshops on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday mornings. These have increased confidence in students’ knowledge and have recapped vital theory in the run up to assessments. Mr Taylor-Forbes has successfully completed another BTEC quality review with resoundingly positive feedback about how the school is managing distance-learning blended with classroom-learning to complete the requirements of the course. Mr Taylor-Forbes passes his thanks onto the Health & Social Care Department for all their hard work and effort to ensure this process occurred. 
The Department has also been working with a small number of students to help them in preparation for interviews with Deloitte, Ernst and Young and KPMG. Mock interviews and assessment preparation have been given, in order to help them succeed in their interviews. Most students have progressed to interview stage.

Careers:

We welcome Mr Gordon as Careers Officer.  This term, Mr Gordon has conducted an audit of the eight “Gatsby Benchmarks”, that schools have to implement by the end of 2020.  We are receiving excellent support, from The Career & Enterprise Company and The Career Development Institute.  Mr Gordon also continues as Careers Advisor and Behavioral Support Worker.

Computer Science 

Unfortunately, we all are aware that COVID-19 has virtually divided us all. During this difficult time, the Department has mainly focused on activities that help pupils mental well-being and support the recovery in their curriculum.  On this note, our department allowed pupils to watch video tutorial, plus listen to music via headphones.  This activity enabled them to learn at their own pace, plus helped focus them during their work. At Key Stage 3, we let pupils build their key computing skills and make the activities fun and enjoy the activity.  We also encouraged pupils to build the following skills that supports them in their learning journey:

· Reading & understanding, 

· Reflecting & writing,

· Focusing & listening and 

· Finally, leading them all towards their learning.
Drama:
At the end of November, Year 11 pupils presented their devised performances as part of their GCSE course. They covered a range of subject areas and were presented in varying physical styles of theatre. One group used the exaggerated comedy style of playwright John Godber. The Year 13 Drama class also presented their play interpretation of 'The Red Shoes' through movement and dance. The performance was attended by other Sixth Form pupils and it was enjoyed by all.   
English:
Naturally, there have been many new things to get used to this term, but it has been brilliant to have pupils back in lessons - and masks have clearly done very little to dent lively English classroom debates and discussions! Indeed, in English we feel pupils have engaged with far more enthusiasm and enjoyment this academic year, and especially towards literature. It has meant changes, however, and we have worked hard to amend our departmental planning, resources and teaching style, in order to better-suit distance learning and accommodate pupils at home. We have also provided several booster sessions to target and support those pupils we felt had been most adversely affected by the lockdown earlier in the year, focusing on Years 11 and 7, in particular. Currently, at GCSE level, we’re offering 
booster workshops on An Inspector Calls and A Christmas Carol, with a view to providing further opportunities following the Winter Exams. In the absence of any trips and visits at the moment, we’ve been mindful to continue to provide enrichment activities in the form of extra-curricular clubs such as ‘Word Power!’, Senior Book Club, KS3 Creative Writing and Debating Club. We’ve also been reminding our pupils of the King David Reading Lists, and that all the titles are available for loan from the School Library. 

Geography:
Our usual GCSE fieldtrips in Geography have had to be postponed this term, unfortunately. However, Mr Chappelle was able to complete fieldwork at Formby beach with our Year 13 class.  We do have a new Geography Department enrichment website: https://padlet.com/mr_faraday/bmc1yb2w6fcof2l3 that pupils (or parents!) may like to explore. 

History:
During Summer Term 2020, the History Department organised a photo project for students in Years 7-13 to record their experiences of learning and life under Lockdown V1.0. Over 200+ photographs were submitted and here we had the chance to see a small sample of student photos. The photos have now had a mini-display in the latest edition of the KD Chronicles (Nov 2020). Many thanks to Mr Leventhall and Mr Stott for organising the project. 
 
Jewish Studies: 
Preparation for Rosh Hashanah 
The Jewish Studies Department in conjunction with CTeens launched a meaningful initiative where students across all ages were presented with a Rosh Hashanah box, Within the box there were various items that enhanced the student’s and their families Rosh Hashanah experience. 

The launch of the Beat the Clock online Program  
As the term began, Rabbi Goodman launched the new interactive online Beat the Clock programme. Students now can engage with their Jewish General Knowledge in a meaningful and fun manner. Once the students have navigated themselves through an array of relevant general knowledge topics, they are then invited to put themselves to the test online. Every student’s progress is tracked and they are rewarded for their hard work and efforts. 

One student when asked how he was finding the new programme responded by saying: “I can’t wait to do more of this programme, it is really fun”.

Rabbi Goodman would like to thank the School, the JNF and the Parents Guild for their support with the Beat the Clock programme. 
Chanukah 
Rabbi Goodman together with CTeen have launched a ‘Mega Chanukah Campaign’ where students in King David have been offered the opportunity to be entered into a daily raffle with the chance to win some incredible prizes. To enter and take part in this wonderful initiative, students are asked to take a selfie every night with their lit menorah and email it to a specific school account. Special thanks to Rabbi Cohen from CTeens for offering the school the opportunity to engage the students with celebrating Chanukah in a fun and meaningful manner.  

Rabbi Goodman ran a Chanukah themed live tour of the Old City and the kotel in conjunction with Stand with Us. Students in Years 7 to 9 had the chance to watch a live tour whilst asking direct live questions to the Tour Guide whilst he led the Tour. The event was very well received, and the students found it very interesting. After the Tour, Rabbi Goodman and Rabbi Schwartz led interactive Chanukah online quizzes for students in Years 7 to 9 and the students had the chance to win lots of different prizes.  Special thanks are given to Ms Sara Sherard from Stand with Us and to the UJIA Summer Fund for supporting this initiative.  

The Hub –Jewish informal Education Program for Sixth Form 
Rabbi Goodman together with Rabbi Gefen and Mrs Strom from Aish Manchester have launched a new Jewish Informal education Sixth Form programme. With the support from the School, the JNF and the Parents’ Guild we managed to renovate a large portacabin on the school campus. This portacabin has been renamed ‘The Hub’ and it 
has become a very welcoming location for Year 12 and 13 students to engage and take part in a variety of informative programmes. The Aish staff have already run their first course entitled ‘Vibe’ and over thirty Sixth Form students have taken part weekly since it was launched in the middle of November. 

Rabbi Zvi Gefen Director of Aish Manchester said “We are so grateful to the school to share with us this space to engage and connect with Jewish students and are especially delighted at the initial sign-ups surpassing our expectations. This is clearly showing us that these programmes have a need and desire amongst the students and we’re grateful to have this space to provide education, social engagement and Jewish pride to KD students. 
Maths:  
Several of our Year 12 students took the UK Maths Trust Senior Maths Challenge in November and several were awarded a certificate.  Joseph Seitler, Joel Handler, Abigail Hurst all achieved Silver with Joseph achieving the highest score.  Ollie Goodman, Betzalel Harris, Hannah Joels, Joshua Kay and Georgia Lesser each achieved Bronze certificates.  The usual Senior Team challenge has been cancelled because of Covid restrictions.  We are delighted that several of our Year 12 students have chosen to take part in a 15-week online problem-solving extension curriculum run by the Advanced Maths Support Programme.  This is a lot of work for them since they are expected to work interactively on challenging problems online, starting at 5pm - a very full school day for some of them.  
Some of our Year 13 students have just taken the Oxford entrance MAT exam - we wish them good luck!  
Media:
Year 12 students have begun the course with some great ideas for their new magazines which they have been designing. They will soon be having a screening of the murder mystery film 'Knives Out' for which they have chosen to study for the course.  Year 13 have been filming their documentary, creating their scripts and storyboards. They
began filming their experience during lockdown through to their experience of coming back to school. This will be exhibited at an event in the new year.  Year 11 are making great progress in preparation for the January exam and Year 10 have started the course well, planning a graphic advert for a campaign about 'Photography around Manchester.'  Film club was running successfully last year for Year 7-9 and this will resume shortly.

Modern Foreign Languages:
It has been a very busy start to the academic year in the MFL department. Several Year 9 and 10 pupils took part in the Language Immersion Challenge, where they each completed a booklet containing activities ranging from sending an email, watching a film or cooking a recipe using the target language. They were awarded Gold/Silver/Bronze certificates depending on the number of tasks completed. Congratulations to Eden Cainer and Amelia Rubin (Bronze), Sasha Pinkus (Silver) and Gabriela Chapman, Joshua Levene (Gold). A special mention to Jessica Simons who achieved a Gold award in both French and Spanish. We were impressed with the number of entries in the Year12/13 translation competition, organised by the University of Sheffield. Pupils enjoyed the challenge of translating an article by writer and columnist Maruja Torres into English and eagerly await the results from the university. Several pupils have also embraced the opportunity to join Zoom A-level conversation classes with university students currently on their year abroad and many have also signed up to online taster sessions in Catalan, Italian, Arabic, Nepalese and Chinese.  Some pupils enjoyed the online lecture 'Where do elements come from?’, allowing them to develop an understanding and appreciation of the connections between the elements and the letters that represent them. They have found the sessions to be very enjoyable and a real insight into study and language learning beyond GCSE and A Level.
   
Modern Hebrew: 
This term has been very busy for the Ivrit Dept with lots of different activities. The students have explored some Israeli perspectives on cultural festivals, especially the Sigd Festival. Other topics included, Israel Heroes, the Yitzchak Rabin Memorial Day, Israeli identity, an Israel quiz, attractions in Israel and the festival of Chanukah. These activities were led by the UJIA shlicha, Sara, together with Noam and Tal the shinshiniyot.  The students responded well and said how much they had enjoyed their weekly activities.  

Congratulations to Joshua Rich, Maisy Abelson, Maisy Radivan, Stone Goodall, Poppy Vaile, Stone Goodall and Gavriel Lurie for winning the end of term quiz in Kahoot.

This term the Ivrit teachers took part in a course by led by “PaJeS” centred around the new book for non-readers in year 7 titled, “Besod Haivrit”.  This is a brand new book designed for remote learning as well as for the classroom using lots of fun interactive activities. The course was very successful and found to be of notable benefit for teachers in our department.
Students now have access to a printed and online Ivrit newspaper called ‘Bereshit’. Students are using it for leisure reading and their feedback to us is that it enriches their general knowledge, reading skills and above all is enjoyable.
Music:

As always, the Music Department has been busy this term with a return of live instrumental lessons including drums, piano, guitar, vocals, brass, strings and woodwind instrument with many new starters in Year 7. Despite the new restrictions in schools, the Music Department has adapted quickly to the new measures by forming a string ensemble and concert band to take the place of orchestra for the first half of term. The students welcomed the new challenges and have delighted in learning a broader repertoire including Ozzy Ozbourne’s ‘Crazy Train’.  The music classrooms have continued to be as noisy as ever with a range of samba band, djembe drumming and keyboard performances throughout the term. One of the highlights was the Hallowe’en music competition in which the year 9 music classes faced off in a performance of ‘Ghostbusters’ on boomwhackers. Our Year 7 choir and acapella group have been working hard in learning a wide range of songs and are excited to take part in our virtual Winter Concert which is scheduled to take place in February.
P.E. Events:
This Term King David has once again been awarded the Silver Award from the Sainsbury’s School Games in recognition of curriculum and extra-curricular Physical Education; Mr Lamming has been re-appointed by OCR as a GCSE Specialist Examiner for Moderating and Marking.
Boys:
House Sports events this term taking place in the last week of term are: Cross Country, Swimming & Table Tennis, winners to be announced.
COVID-19-Extra-curricular Clubs running this term included badminton, table tennis and swimming. 
Girls:
House Sports events this term taking place in the last week of term are: Badminton, Cross Country and the Swimming Gala, winners to be announced.
COVID-19-Extra-curricular clubs this term included badminton, netball, table tennis, swimming, and Health Related Fitness.

Understandably, Covid-19 has so far cancelled Inter School Events, we eagerly look forward to participating in these at the earliest opportunity.
Politics:

Year 13 have had a particularly exciting month following the slow climax of the US elections. On Election Day, they were assiduously studying electoral college maps and refreshing websites to see if Wisconsin, Michigan and Pennsylvania were ever going to go blue. The real shock for the students came when it looked like Georgia might also be called for the Democrats. It looks like a solid Biden win in 2020 and yet Mr Trump is still clinging on to power.  Having discussed the power of the Supreme Court in lessons, students were shocked when Trump got another opportunity to appoint a justice when Ruth Bader Ginsburg died. The court is now stacked with originalists who are likely to review landmark decisions on gay marriage, Obamacare and abortion. Students will be interested to see how these decisions are enforced by an oppositional executive. However, with the Georgia Senate seats heading for a run-off we could be heading for more divided government with a Democratic President unable to effect real change.  

Science:
The Sixth Form Science Writing Project is underway, and we look forward to reading the articles written by Year 12 Sciences students in the new year! This term, we’ve also provided revision sessions at KS4 for pupils working to prepare for their examinations in Year 11. Several Year 12 Students have been working to set up a STEM club for Years 9 to 11. Sixth Form Science students are encouraged to attend this years' Irene Manton Lecture on 3rd December, which is online, instead of in person. It is entitled "Metamorphosis: a 300 Year Story" and it celebrates the contribution of women in science.
Sixth Form:
The term began with an online induction evening for parents of Year 12 students to provide information about the challenges and opportunities ahead in Sixth Form and how best to provide support.  
A number of societies, arranged by Sixth Form students, have been very active this term. These include the Activism Society, Debating Society, Green Society, Medsoc and Politics Society. Meanwhile editor Ma’ayan Werner and her team have continued to produce fantastic editions of the KD Chronicles newspaper. 
Sixth Formers have also been active in running a safe space for younger students. Thanks go to our outstanding Heads and Deputy Head students for their hard work, and a particular mention to Orli Edwards and Charlotte Myer for organising a much-needed collection for the homeless. Congratulations also go to winners of the Sixth Former of the Month Award this term Katie Freedman, Joe Kron, Ava Lewis and Sarah Raisman. 
The Sixth Form has still managed to welcome a number of guest speakers in person or online despite the lockdown, including AISH and Uptree, who provided students with online opportunities for work experience with firms such as PwC. 
Mr Sleeman and his team of UCAS referees have been meeting regularly with Year 13 students to complete their university applications. Mr Gordon has been supporting students who are applying for apprenticeships. Mr Christo and others have been working intensively with Sixth Form students to support their applications for Oxford, 
Cambridge, Medicine and Dentistry, including Multiple Mini Interviews, practice aptitude tests and mentoring. The school wishes all of our students the best of luck with their applications for university, apprenticeships, years out and employment. 
Mrs Silver has been working intensively with students in Years 12 and 13 on the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ). There was an evening of fascinating and professional presentations by EPQ students in November. 
The Year 13 parents’ evening took place online via Zoom, with very positive feedback from students, parents and teachers on the new format. It provided an important opportunity for a final meeting between students, parents and teachers. 
Yavneh Boys:
Yavneh Boys have had an active term. A new Sunday learning Zoom Programme under the guidance of Rabbi Rickman, Rabbi Goodman, Rabbi Schwalbe and Rabbi P Cohen has started. Online tephillah is followed by a Sunday programme and breakout rooms for each year group.

Year 12 Israel Advocacy Programme takes place every Monday and is led by Year 12 students Joseph Seitler and Joel Handler.  A number of Year 12 students have taken on roles as student mentors for Years 7 and 8. They have also started a Maths and English support club on a Wednesday lunchtime for any students in the lower school needing secular study intervention. 

Chumash club continues to grow under the guidance of Rabbi Schwalbe, fast tracking learning, ideas, practising translation and sharing ideas with Rabbi Schwalbe.  It is open to all years.

Mr Leventhall has been running a Photography Club for Year 7-10 Yavneh Boys on a Wednesday. Students have started to develop themed projects and will hopefully get to learn editing skills in the Spring Term.
Year 12 students Joshua Kay, Zalman Coleman and Danny Pine have continued to provide the Torat Yavneh on a Friday with a Pizza lunch sponsored by parents and guest speakers, who have included Rabbi Levi Cohen, Sholly Cohen and Robert Goodman. 

Rabbi Eisenberg comes into Yavneh Boys every second Tuesday and speaks on popular topics such as social media, street and traffic awareness and personal respect.
Four boys took part in the recent regional and national round of the international Chidon HaTenach, Bible Quiz. We 
are very proud of Joshua Glickman, Menachem Bruck, Yosef Kanter and Dan Seitler who, whilst they did not qualify for the finals this year, have shown growth in their depth of learning and interest in Tenach. With these and others from the year groups, Rabbi Krasner now runs a weekly Tenach Club to continue their interest and hopefully success next year.  Many thanks to Rabbi Krasner and Rabbi Cohen for inspiring the boys and organising their entry.
Sunday morning Yavneh Boys virtual Programme 
Since September, Rabbi Goodman and Rabbi Rickman have invited different ex-students to share a message and a dvar Torah to the current students in Yavneh. This has been very successful, and the boys have been privileged to listen to a message from Saul Bishop, Jacob Seitler, Eli Hadari, Elisha Dytch together with a personalised message from Rabbi Kennard in Australia. The feedback from both the students and staff has been very positive.  
Yavneh Boys Super Sunday  
Due to Covid, the team of staff at Yavneh Boys organised a meaningful and engaging virtual learning program for the students and their parents during Chanukah. The morning began with a very competitive online Chanukah quiz where families competed against one another to win cash prizes. The programme then allowed time for parents and their children to study an array of Jewish sources relating to Chanukah followed by a meaning Shiur from Rabbi Andrew Shaw, Head of Mizrachi UK. The morning program finished with an incredible interactive ‘Escape Room’ experience that was run by Jroots.  

Yavneh Boys - Chanukah 
This year, the Yavneh Boys staff together with current and ex-students have published a Chanukah booklet containing various teachings and inspirational Chanukah messages. The booklet will enhance the student’s and their families Chanukah experience. Special thanks to staff and students that contributed to the booklet. 
Yavneh Girls:
In Yavneh Girls we are eagerly anticipating our beautiful new building from our portacabins. The temporary accommodation is spacious and luxurious and we are enjoying the challenge of settling in. We have adapted to remote learning very easily and although we miss seeing the girls when they have been isolating, it has been reassuring to know that they are able to access the lessons from their own home, thus minimising the disruption to their education.
Mrs Hoffner arranged for us to take part in the international challa bake (thanks to the kitchen and cleaning team for their support and enabling this to be facilitated). We had so much fun baking challa together and many girls left with more flour on their hair and clothes than in their baked produce! It was just what everyone needed and we really enjoyed it. 

We have introduced a new raffle ticket reward system to school – the raffle is drawn once a week and thanks to Mozarella for donating the prize. Mrs Hoffner has begun a Hebrew birthday project with Year 9 where each month the birthday girls celebrate their birthdays with her famous chocolate cake! Thanks to Family Addleman and Brackmans for donating Rosh Chodesh treats and doughnuts to us - the girls really appreciate it!
Thanks also to Rav Peles for hosting a fabulous Rosh Chodesh Kislev musical Hallel - the tunes were great and helped to put us all in the Chanukah mood.

The virtual sem fair was a huge success: informative and invaluable for Year 13 who sadly will not be able to visit the sems in person this year - thanks Mrs Hoffner for co-ordinating.

Rabbi C Cohen’s technical abilities have been so much appreciated this term especially, and has been instrumental in setting up all assemblies on Teams so that guest speakers and the regular assembly givers can continue to deliver assembly in a Covid–safe style. Rabbi Gefen, Rabbi Eisenberg and Mrs Chrysler- we continue to enjoy your talks and draw on the inspiration that you give us.

The Chidon HaTanach was an exciting challenge and a great experience to the girls in Year 8 and 9 who took part- well done!

We are looking forward to a Chanukah extravaganza evening – an opportunity for us to let off some steam and have a good time.
Wishing you all a safe and happy winter break.
Parents’ Guild: 
Thanks go to all the committee members of the Parents’ Guild for all their hard work and dedication involved in raising funds for the campus.  We thank them for the contribution they made towards our new ‘Safe Space’ room. Their contribution of lovely furniture has been extremely welcomed by all our students who use this room for counselling sessions, confidential meetings, and time out for anxious pupils.  They have also kindly contributed towards the renovations of a large portacabin that Sixth Form students use for informal educational programmes.

In conclusion, I wish to thank Mr Rowe, the Governing Body and Mrs Rowe, for their support and help. Also, thanks to the staff for their total commitment, not just in the classroom, but also at lunchtimes and during after-school activities. 
B N Levy 
Headteacher 
December 2020
