
Personal Investigation ESSAY 

 

To demonstrate your ability to critically answer 
a key question about design throughout your 

personal investigation, showing a deep 
understanding of your practical work and how 

your research has influenced it. 
 



3000 WORD ESSAY 
o   As the quality of written communication is an important aspect of 

this unit candidates should consider the Following points: 
 

Ø   Written material MUST be of a critical and analytical nature. 

Ø   It MUST be submitted in an essay format. 

Ø   Sources MUST be identified and acknowledged both within the text and 
properly referenced in an accurate bibliography 

Ø  A list of visits (eg. exhibitions, events etc) should also be included 

Ø   Written material MUST be between 1000 - 3000 words 



ESSAY EXPECTATIONS 
o   It SHOULD avoid dealing with over ambitious and broad topics  

o   It SHOULD have a clear focus and reflect the candidate’s personal interests. 

o   It is expected that contact will have been carried out (letters, emails, 
questionnaires to designers that you have researched). 

o   During lessons, guidance will be given on structure, content, writing style, 
illustration and presentation. 

o   You are EXPECTED to use homework time for the production of the essay. 

o   The work SHOULD be printed and presented in a booklet form, DOUBLE 
LINE SPACED and with a front cover. 



YOU MUST: 
 

Ø   Include supporting images (examples of the contextual 
 artists work, their own work, wider connections made). 

 

Ø   Ensure that spelling, punctuation and grammar are accurate  
 so that the meaning is clear, speaking in the past tense. 

Ø  Make it personal by speaking in the first person. Eg. I researched this…. 

Ø   Select and use a style of writing appropriate to purpose 
 and to complex subject matter. 

Ø   Organise information clearly and coherently, using 
 specialist vocabulary when appropriate. 



:: IMPORTANT :: 
 

o    'Analysis of artwork' does not mean 'description of artwork'.  
o  Analysis means studying an artwork and discussing the elements and principles 

individually and how they relate  to one another, making personal observations 
and judgements, and connecting this to the theme of the investigation. 

o   Saying "I like this" or "I don't like this" without any further  explanation or 
justification is not analysis. 

o   Writing and images should be carefully integrated, so that it is clear which text 
relates to which images. 

o  NOTE: You will be doing this throughout your practical work as well 



:: ESSAY PLANNING :: 

 

  How has Graphic communication raised awareness of… 

How can Graphic Communication promote… 

How does Graphic Communication … 

How is Graphic Communication used to… 

How do magazine graphics…. 

 

TITLE 
 

TASK: Come up with an essay title. The title will be the question you aim to 
answer within your personal investigation project, and therefore your essay. 



:: ESSAY STRUCTURE :: 
 

«  Title 
 Your question relating to your idea, issue, concept or theme. 

 

«  Introduction (250 -1000 words approx)  
 Your introduction should include general research about your theme or idea. Eg. If your question is 
 'How is graphic design used  in the fashion industry?' You should Introduce a brief history of  
 graphic design in the fashion industry.  

 

«  Main essay (1000 - 1500 words approx) 
 This should include artist research and the development of your practical work that has helped you to  
 answer your question. Use annotations in your sketchbook to help you elaborate further. 

 

«  Conclusion (250 - 500 words approx) 
 Your conclusion should sum up your introduction and explain how you have answered your question  
 throughout your practical work.  

 

«  Bibliography (separate page) A list of all the sources you have used – both text and image 



EXTENSIVE RESEARCH 
 

Task 5 
 

 

To extensively research information that will help 
you answer the question of your personal 

investigation. 
 

To prepare a deep understanding of your topic that 
will push your ideas forward in a meaningful way. 

 



EXTENSIVE RESEARCH 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TASK: Research 6+ sub-themes relating to your project in order 
to move your ideas forward in a meaningful / practical way 

Possible research areas: 
•  Relevant Existing Products, Companies or Organisations 
•  Compare and contrast different brands 
•  Campaigns / Publicity 
•  Topical Issues 
•  Culture, Symbolism, Religion & Beliefs 
•  Articles (annotated) – Wider Reading 
•  Problems & Existing Solutions 
•  Quotes & Statistics - INFOGRAPHICS 
•  Influencers / collaborations 
•  First hand experiences / work experience/ events / summer 

school / gallery or exhibition visits etc. 



PRESENTATION 

Present your       
EXTENSIVE RESEARCH 

creatively including 

relevant images to 
connect visually. 

 
Show off your graphic 

designer skills with creative 
layouts, typography, 

diagrams etc. 
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CHECKLIST SO FAR… 

1. Statement of Intent Page 
2. Mind map (double page) 
3. 4 x Initial inspiration pages 
4. History Research 
5.  Extensive Research (6+) 


