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The King David High School Sixth Form combines academic excellence with a warm and 
supportive Jewish atmosphere.  This enables students to maximise their potential and 
prepares them to face the demands of life after the Sixth Form with confidence. 
 
The Sixth Form offers students a wide choice of subjects, which are taught in small 
tuition groups.  In addition, students benefit from the individual attention, support and 
guidance provided by a dedicated team of Sixth Form tutors and mentors. 
 
 
 
 
 
UCAS and Careers Advice 
 
Students enjoy the benefit of professional careers advice.  They visit careers and UCAS 
fairs and events and are encouraged to make full use of the many opportunities to 
research and examine future education and careers options. 
 
The school arranges and hosts a biennial careers evening at which admissions tutors from 
universities, career professionals and ‘gap year’ providers offer information and advice 
for students. 
 
There is an annual UCAS evening for Year 12 students and the school provides ongoing 
advice and support during the whole of the university admissions process.  Most of our 
students receive excellent offers from the universities and colleges of their choice. 
 
 
 
 
Extra Curricular Activities 
 
The school encourages the development of leadership skills and communal involvement.  
Sixth Formers join and help to run many of the extra curricular activities and societies 
within the school.  They participate in voluntary work within the community and beyond, 
in particular the Manchester Fed’s Time For You Befriending Scheme, whereby students 
visit and befriend senior citizens.  Students are also regular visitors at Brookvale, 
Broughton House, Heathlands and the Nicky Alliance Centre and, in addition, visit and 
befriend those in the community of their own age who are disabled. They take leadership 
roles and support a wide range of youth groups and help with the Toy Library at the 
Manchester Jewish Federation.  



SIXTH FORM SUBJECT CHOICES 
 

 

 
The AS and A2 Syllabuses 
 
The A level courses are modular in structure. 
 
Students may study traditional A levels or the newer Applied & Vocational A levels or a 
combination of both.  Most students study four subjects at AS level in Year 12 and three 
of those at A2 level in Year 13. 
 
 
The following subjects are currently offered: 
 
A level 
 
Art and Design  Biology    Business Studies  
 
Chemistry   Computing    Critical Thinking  
 
Drama & Theatre Studies Economics                                          English Language   
 
English Literature       Food Technology   French  
 
Geography   Government & Politics  History 
 
Information &       Mathematics & 
Communications Technology       Further Mathematics 
 
Modern Hebrew      Music            Physics  
 
Psychology   Religious Studies   Spanish 
 
 
Applied/Vocational A level 
 
Business Studies  Information and Communications Technology 

                              
Media Studies  Science     
 
 
Please note – courses will be available subject to demand. 
 
Option blocks will be drawn up to take account of students’ preferences but inevitably 
not every subject combination will be possible.  



 
A LEVEL ART AND DESIGN 

 
Board AQA  
 
The King David High School Art department offers CREATIVE and HARD-WORKING 
pupils opportunities to develop their knowledge and skills in the field of Art and Design.   
 
Art and Design candidates are introduced to a variety of experiences, employing a range 
of media, processes and techniques appropriate to their chosen area of study.  A 
knowledge of art, craft and design will be developed through research, critical and 
contextual studies, development of ideas, processes and making, working from first hand 
experience and, where appropriate, secondary source materials. 
 
The Art department offers a variety of five A levels in the subject. 
These include: 
 
Fine Art           This course explores areas in painting, drawing and mixed media,     
                         collage, assemblage, sculpture, ceramics, land art, installation,  
                       construction, print making, relief, photography. 
 
Graphic                     This course explores areas in communication, computer graphics, 
Communication        illustration, advertising, packaging, design and multimedia web                      
                                    design. 
 
Textile Design This course explores areas in constructed and installed textiles, 

printed and/or dyed fabrics and materials, domestic textiles, 
wallpaper and interior design, fashion. 

 
Art, Craft & Design This course enables students to work in at least two of the following 

areas:  Fine art, graphic design, textiles, photography, 3D design.  
 
Photography Lens based and light based media. 
 This course explores areas including portraiture, landscape 

photography, still-life photography, documentary photography, 
photo-journalism, experimental imagery and photographic 
installation.  

 
A level Art is a modular subject.  There are two units at AS level and a further two units 
at A2 level. 
 
The entry requirement for AS level is a B at GCSE Art and Design or a strong portfolio 
of work. 
 
During the first year, AS level, candidates progress through two assessment units: 
   Unit 1  internally set assignment and 10 hour exam 
   Unit 2  externally set assignment and 10 hour exam 

    
 

Candidates may only progress on to A2 level with a grade C or higher at AS level. 
 
During the second year, A2 level, candidates progress through two assessment units: 
   Unit 3  personal investigation and 15 hour exam 
   Unit 4  externally set assignment and 15 hour exam 

    



A LEVEL BIOLOGY ADVANCED MODULAR 
 

Board AQA 
 

The course is intended to encourage students to  
• Develop interest and enthusiasm for the subject, including developing an interest 

in further study and careers in Biology 
• Appreciate how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the 

sciences contribute to the success of the economy and society 
• Develop and demonstrate a deeper appreciation of the skills, knowledge and 

understanding of How Science Works 
• Develop essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of the subject 

and how they relate to each other 
 
AS Biology can be taken as a separate qualification or count as the first part of the full A 
level qualification. 
 
AS Biology has 3 Units:  
 Unit 1: Biology and disease 
 Unit 2: The variety of living organisms 
 Unit 3: Investigative and practical skills 
The course is progressive with material from earlier Units being tested in later 
examinations (this is synoptic assessment). 
 
The external examination for Unit 1 will be taken in January of Year 12, and the Unit 2 
examination will be taken in June of Year 12. Unit 3 will be assessed at several points 
during the course. 
 
A2 Biology also has 3 Units (which can only be taken after completing AS) 
 Unit 4: Populations and environment 
 Unit 5: Control in cells and in organisms 
 Unit 6: Investigative and practical skills 
 
The course is progressive with material from earlier Units being tested in later 
examinations (this is synoptic assessment). 
 
The external examination for Unit 4 will be taken in January of Year 13, and the Unit 5 
examination will be taken in June of Year 13. Unit 6 will be assessed at several points 
during the course. 
 
The A2 course has a top grade of A* which is awarded to outstanding candidates who also 
demonstrate knowledge acquired from further reading beyond the syllabus content. 
 
 
Entry Requirements 
It is recommended that candidates should have acquired the skills and knowledge 
associated with the separate sciences GCSE courses, and they should have achieved A/A* 
in Biology. Students will also need to have ability in Mathematics and to be able to 
communicate effectively in English. 



 
A LEVEL BUSINESS STUDIES 

 
Board AQA 
 
A Level Business Studies allows the student to gain a grasp of the business world. By 
gaining an A Level in Business Studies the student will demonstrate to an employer an 
interest in current commercial trends and appreciate the demands of the UK business 
market.  
 
The subject is well received at universities, and can be used in a number of fields in the 
future including banking, business management, insurance, and the Civil Service. 
 
 A Level Business Studies is now a modular subject.  This means that the course is split 
into 4 Units, two being taken at AS level and two at A2 Level. 
 
 
AS Units comprise of:- 

 
• UNIT 1 - Planning and Financing a Business (Starting a Business, Financial 

Planning) 
• UNIT 2 - Managing a Business (People, Operations, Finance, Marketing) 

 
A2 Units comprise of:- 

 
• UNIT 3 - Strategies for Success (Financial Strategies and Accounts, Marketing, 

Operating and Human Resources) 
• UNIT 4 - The Business Environment and Change (External Influences, Leadership 

and Managing Change) 
 
 
All of these units are externally examined. Unit 4 will require students to research a set 
topic prior to the examination in order to complete the Unit.  There will be no coursework 
assessment as part of this A Level. 
 
The key to success in this subject is being interested in the daily events of businesses both 
in the UK and abroad. 
 
This A Level is available to students who have not studied business studies in the past and 
is a great way for pupils to start to understand the workings of the business world, in 
preparation for their future careers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A  LEVEL CHEMISTRY 
 
 
 
Board AQA 
 
 
We have chosen this examination board as the syllabus is designed to follow on from the 
GCSE syllabus that our students currently follow.   
 
Prior knowledge/qualifications required: 
 
It is recommended that students have studied separate sciences.  The qualification 
required is therefore A or A* in separate chemistry and a high grade in higher level 
maths (ie A*, A or B). 
 
 
 
About the course: 
 

• Our objective is to ensure that learning is enjoyable and enhances a candidate’s 
enthusiasm for chemistry. 

 
• The How Science Works concepts from GCSE are developed to ensure relevance 

to contemporary issues. 
 
• The course complies with the QCA criteria for science. 
 
• The practical assessment is linked closely with the routine work during the course, 

rather than by formal testing.  
 
• The course is assessed in 3 hours at AS and 3.5 hours at A2.  This allows for some 

synoptic testing, How Science Works and stretch and challenge elements. 
 
• The size of the modules has been tailored to allow greater use of January exams. 
 
• The resources have been carefully chosen to be the perfect partner for the course. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Specification at a glance: 
 
 
AS                                                                                     Duration         Weighting 
 
Unit 1      Foundation Chemistry                                   1.25 hours        33.33% of AS 
                                                                                                                    16.66% of A level 
Format    4-5 short answer questions  
                 plus 1 longer structured question 
                  
 
Unit 2      Chemistry in Action                                        1.75 hours       46.66% of AS 
                                                                                                                    23.33% of A level 
Format     6-8 short answer questions  

      plus 2 longer structured questions     
                   
Unit 3       AS Chemistry: 
                  Investigative & Practical Skills  
                  Centre assessed unit                                                                20% AS/10% A level 
                  Investigative Skills Assignment                                        
                  Practical Skills Assessment                                                      
 
 
 
A2                                                                                       Duration        Weighting 
 
Unit 4       Kinetics, Equilibria & Organic                     1.75 hours      20% of A level 
Format     6-8 short answer questions  
                  plus 2 structured questions 
                  Some synoptic elements 
 
Unit 5        Energetics, Redex                                          1.75 hours      20% of A level 
                   and Inorganic Chemistry 
Format      5-7 short answer questions  
                   plus 2-3 longer structured questions. 
                   Some synoptic elements 
                    
Unit 6        A2 Chemistry: 
                  Investigate & Practical Skills  
                  Centre assessed unit                                                                10% A level 
                  Investigative Skills Assignment                                           
                  Practical Skills Assessment                                                  
 
                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A LEVEL COMPUTING   
 

 
Board AQA 

 

 
A level Computing is geared towards students with scientific or mathematical interests, as 
it examines the way that computers operate and provides a good grounding into the 
theoretical background to and practical application of programming.  The course 
develops a systematic and logical approach to problem solving. A level Computing 
provides a pathway to computer-related careers, including programming and system 
development, systems analysis and hardware engineering.  This is a new Specification, 
which was first made available in September 2008. 

 

AS LEVEL COMPUTING 
UNIT1 - PROBLEM 

SOLVING, 

PROGRAMMING, 

DATA 

REPRESENTATION 

AND 

PRACTICAL 

EXERCISE 

Pre-release material (skeleton program 
and test data) will be made available in 
advance of the examination.  Candidates 
will use it to answer questions and write a 

program during the timetabled 
examination, as well as produce printouts 

and respond to questions with short 
answers. 

2 hour on-screen 
examination, taken in 

May/June of the 1st year, 
accounting for 60% of the 
AS mark (30% A level) 

UNIT 2 - 

COMPUTER 

COMPONENTS, 

THE STORED 

PROGRAM 

CONCEPT AND 

THE 

INTERNET 

• Fundamentals of Computer Systems 
• Fundamental Hardware Elements of 

Computers 
• Machine Level Architecture 

• Hardware Devices 
• The Structure of the Internet 

• Web Page Design 
• Consequences of Uses of Computing 

1 hour written 
examination, taken in 

May/June of the 1st year, 
short answer questions 
and accounting for 40% 
of the AS mark (20% A 

level) 

A2 LEVEL COMPUTING 

UNIT 3 - 

PROBLEM 

SOLVING, 

PROGRAMMING, 

OPERATING 

SYSTEMS, 

DATABASES AND 

NETWORKING 

Topics include: 

• Problem Solving  

• Programming concepts 

• Real Numbers  

• Operating systems 

• Databases 

• Communication & Networking 

• Networks 

2 hour 30 minute written 
examination, short and 

extended answer 
questions taken in 

January of the 2nd year, 
accounting for 30% of the 

A level mark 

UNIT 4 - 

THE PRACTICAL 

PROJECT 
 

The project developed by students solves 
a practical problem, whilst demonstrating 
the techniques of system documentation 

and system development 

1 piece written 
Coursework, to be 

submitted during 2nd year, 
accounting for 20% of the 

A level mark 

 

Please contact Mrs Kesler or Miss Cooper if you wish to know more about this option. 

 

 
 



A  LEVEL CRITICAL THINKING 
 

Board OCR 
 
About the Course: 
 

A level Critical Thinking enables you to develop the ‘thinking’ skills of analysis and 
evaluation. 
 
During the course you will learn how to identify good arguments, challenge weak ones, 
question the credibility of evidence and present a reasoned and logical case.  The course 
focuses on skills and does not require any specific knowledge. 
 
To practice the skills learned, the subject draws on material from a wide range of sources 
including newspapers, magazines and television programmes and aims to be challenging 
and enjoyable. 
 
Preparation: 
 
Critical Thinking will help you produce better arguments in your other school subjects, 
whether in an essay, a report, a debate or discussion. The course will be of special benefit 
to anyone interested in careers relating to the law, the police, journalism, teaching and 
business. 
 
Assessment: 
 
AS and A2 level: two written examinations at each level.  
 
Informal assessment is continuous throughout the AS year. 
 
 
Modules: 
 
AS Unit 1 Credibility of evidence    

The language of reasoning 
(1 hour 30 minutes) 

   
 Unit 2 Analysing and evaluating arguments 

Developing one’s own reasoned arguments 
(1 hour 30 minutes)  

   
 
 

 



A  LEVEL DRAMA AND THEATRE STUDIES 
 
 
Board EDEXCEL 

 
This qualification has the support of higher education institutions as a specialist 
qualification for drama and theatre related courses, but equally it provides a worthwhile 
experience for students wishing to use it as part of the entry requirements into other 
subject areas. It is also a useful qualification for students wishing to pursue a career that 
involves communication and people orientated skills. 
 
The AS in Drama and Theatre Studies provides an opportunity to study plays from the 
point of view of a director, designer, performer and critic.  The qualification is designed 
to enable students to acquire a knowledge and understanding of the language of drama 
and theatre as well as to develop their performing and analytical skills. 
 
The full A level in Drama and Theatre Studies aims to extend the knowledge, skills and 
understanding acquired in the AS units by enabling students to apply what they have 
learned in their own creative work. 
 
In devising theatre, students alternate roles between being a playwright, performer and 
director and apply their knowledge of different theatre forms and structures gained from 
their AS study to the creation of their own work. 
 
In performing theatre, students are required to apply their knowledge, skills and 
understanding within the structure of a director’s interpretation of a play and to operate 
at an intellectual level as well as at a highly skilled practical level.  The aim of the full A 
level is to enable students to operate more autonomously and with confidence within a 
drama and theatre context. 
 
This course is available for students who want to study drama and theatre for the first 
time.  Applicants for the course will be asked to attend a workshop session to determine 
their suitability. 
 
Further details available from Mr Sills. 

 
 



A LEVEL ECONOMICS 
 
Board AQA 
 
 
A level economics offers students the chance to study the economic environment both 
nationally and internationally.   
 
There are many benefits to gaining either an AS or A2 level in Economics as it will open 
many doors in further and higher education.  A qualification in Economics offers a wide 
range of possibilities.   
 
It is hoped that the study of Economics will enable students to: 

• develop an interest and enthusiasm for economics and its contribution to the wider 
economic and social environment  

• develop an understanding of a range of concepts and acquire an ability to use these 
concepts in a variety of different contexts  

• develop an enquiring, critical and thoughtful 'economist's mind'  

• practise skills, qualities and attitudes which will equip them for the challenges, 
opportunities and responsibilities of adult and working life.  

AS Topics 

Module 1 – Markets and Market Failure 

Module 2 – The National Economy 

A2 Topics 

Module 3 – Business Economics and the Distribution of Income 

Module 4 – The National and International Economy 

Students will be externally examined in each module. 
Economics is a demanding course, which provides a very good foundation for a variety of 
university disciplines.   
 
Course requirements: The A-level is available to all students with an A/A* in maths 
GCSE, it is not necessary to have studied economics at GCSE to be able to be successful 
at A-level. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A LEVEL ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 

 

Board: WJEC – The Welsh Board 
 
 
The study of English Language is about studying variety of language – spoken language 
in everyday life, language of journalism or law or language of diaries and letters.  We 
look at why we use language in different contexts and for different purposes.  Anyone 
who enjoys asking themselves questions about language and wants to find out how 
linguists analyse language, will enjoy this course.  We recommend that you achieve at 
least Grade B in English at GCSE level to enrol in this subject. 
 
 
AS Modules  
 
Unit 1 – LG1 60% of AS, 30% of A level 
Introduction to the Language of Texts 
 

In this unit, you are required to show knowledge and understanding of some of the key 
constituents of language and how they contribute to meaning in spoken 
and written English. You are also required to demonstrate the following skills: 
• apply linguistic concepts and methods of analysis appropriately and 
systematically to the study of meanings and topical issues in language; 
• describe, explain and interpret variation in and between spoken and written texts, 
including multimodal texts; 
• use linguistic terminology appropriately and accurately in discussions of 
language. 
 
 
Unit 2 – LG2 40% of AS, 20% of A level 
You are required to submit a folder of work which contains two tasks. The tasks include a 
piece of your own original writing with a commentary and an analysis of spoken 
language. 
In this unit, you are required to demonstrate the following skills: 
• use written English accurately and creatively; 
• use linguistic terminology and concepts appropriately and accurately in discussions 
of language; 
• make accurate references to texts and sources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
A2 Modules 
 
 
Unit 3 – LG3 - Language Investigation and Writing for Specific Purposes (synoptic) 
Coursework – 20% of A level 
 
You will be required to submit a folder of work divided into 2 sections. 
This A level unit provides key opportunities for research, investigation and 
independent study and judgement. It encourages you to develop the following 
skills: 
• synthesise insights developed through the application of linguistic knowledge to the 
study of speech and writing, including multimodal texts; 
• show how critical understanding of meaning and variation in language is informed by 
the appropriate use of linguistic analyses; 
• write insightful, accurate, well-argued responses. 
At A2 level you are required to show deeper knowledge and understanding than 
at AS level of phonology and phonetics, lexis, morphology, grammar and discourse, and 
how some of these approaches can be applied as appropriate to the study of language. 
It must be borne in mind that the approaches in this unit should reflect the requirement 
to have a synoptic aspect. 
 
 
Unit 4 – LG 4 Analysing and Evaluating Language Modes and Contexts (synoptic) 
30% of A level 
Examination: 2½ hours 
In this unit, you are required to demonstrate the following skills in addition to 
those required for AS: 
• sustain informed critical judgements about issues raised through the study of 
language; 
• synthesise and reflect on linguistic knowledge and understanding drawn from 
different areas of their studies of English Language. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

A LEVEL ENGLISH LITERATURE 
 

 
Board: AQA specification B 
 
The study of English Literature is about exploring the whole corpus of English Literature 
from medieval times to the present and relating it to the student’s own experience.  We 
study a variety of texts from Chaucer to modern novels, from Victorian poetry to 20th 
century American plays. Coursework gives students the opportunity for in depth work on 
their own choice of literature.  Anyone who enjoys reading will appreciate this course of 
study.  We recommend a minimum Grade B pass in English Literature at GCSE level 
before you enrol in this subject. 
 
 
AS Modules  
Unit 1 – Unit 1- LITB1 
Aspects of Narrative 
60% of AS, 30% of A level 
Written paper. 2 hours. Open book 
Four texts for study: two novels (at least one post 1990) and two poetry texts 1800- 
1945. The paper has two sections. Candidates answer one question from each 
section 
Taken in June of Year 12 
LE 2 - Shakespeare 
Unit 2 – LITB2 
Dramatic Genres 
40% of AS, 20% of A level 
Coursework 
Two plays for study (including a Shakespeare play) within dramatic genre of Tragedy. 
A portfolio of two pieces of written coursework (one may be re-creative) each 1200- 
1500 words. 
Submitted in January of Year 12 
E 3 - Texts in Context     
A2 Modules  
Unit 3 – LITB3 
Texts and Genres 
30% of  A level 
Written paper. 2 hours. Closed book 
Minimum three texts for study including at least one text 1300-1800. 
Candidates choose one topic area for study: Elements of the Gothic, or Elements of the 
Pastoral. For each topic there will be two sections. Candidates answer one question 
from each section. 
Taken in June of Year 13 
  
Unit 4 – LITB4 
Further and Independent Reading 
20% of A level 
Coursework 
Minimum of three texts for study including one pre-released anthology of critical 
material. A portfolio of two pieces of written coursework: comparative study of an 
aspect of two texts (1500-2000 words); an application of an aspect of pre-released 
critical anthology to a literary text (1200-1500 words). 
Submitted in May of Year 13                    
 

 



 
A  LEVEL DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 

FOOD TECHNOLOGY 
 

Board AQA 
 

Food Technology is a two-year course, which allows candidates to take two modules at AS 
level during Year 12 and two further modules for the A2 examination to be taken during 
Year 13. 
 
Food Technology allows candidates an opportunity to gain personal satisfaction and a 
positive experience from working with food materials. The practical problem solving 
processes will encourage independent learning, creativity and innovation. Candidates at 
both AS and A2 levels must consider recent health guidance, social and environmental 
factors when designing products. They will be required to make food products they have 
designed and show practical skills through using a range of materials and components, 
processes and tools. 
 
AS LEVEL 
 
Module 1-Materials, Components and Applications-50% of the total AS mark 
 
There are three sections connected to this module. 
Section 1-Materials and components 
Section 2-Design and Market Influences 
Section 3-Processes and Manufacture 
At AS level an understanding of the physical properties of a wide range of ingredients is 
developed as well as a good understanding of the methods used to make food products. 
Dietary needs of the family and food choice issues are also considered. 
This module will be examined in a 2-hour exam. 
 
Module 2- Coursework-50% of the AS mark 
 
Coursework will consist of two small projects allowing the candidates to design and make 
new food products. This project will also provide an opportunity to use computer aided 
design and computer aided manufacture in their work 
 

These marks provide 100% of the AS examination and 50% of an A Level 
 
A2 LEVEL 
 
Module 3-Design and Manufacture-25% of the total A Level mark 
 
This module includes food science and covers an understanding of the functional 
properties of protein, carbohydrate, fats, minerals and vitamins. Design and market 
influences will include the studying of existing products and manufacturing processes will 
be considered. 
This module will be examined in a 2-hour exam. 
 
Module 4-Coursework-25% of the total A Level mark 
 
This project will be a detailed design and make activity. Candidates select their own 
subject area. Manufacturing information must be included. 
 
 

 



A  LEVEL FRENCH 
 
Board AQA 
 
Since September 2008, a new AQA French syllabus is being taught in the Sixth Form. 
There are four units; two at AS and two at A2. The aim is to offer a course which 
develops the knowledge and skills acquired at GCSE and to provide a relevant, 
interesting and contemporary course for post-16 students. It is hoped that students will 
become increasingly confident at communicating effectively in French and develop their 
interest and enthusiasm in language learning. Those who continue at A2 will possess the 
skills and understanding for further study and/or employment. 
 
Currently, universities are showing particular interest in students who possess a 
post-GCSE qualification at AS or at A2 and apply for degree courses such as Business 
Studies, Law or Engineering in combination with a foreign European language. 
Employers are increasingly seeking language graduates; they show good communication 
skills and an in-depth understanding of foreign cultures and current events. Examples of 
careers include interpreting, translating, teaching, and legal or business management 
opportunities in the UK or abroad. 
 
AS COURSE 
 
Unit 1: Listening, Reading and Writing 
Topics: Media, popular culture, healthy living, family relationships. 
 
Unit 2: Speaking  
Discussion of the Unit l topics 
 
A2 COURSE 
 
Unit 3: Listening, Reading and Writing 
 
Topics: Environment, multi-culturalism, contemporary social issues, a cultural topic on 
the work of a French author and the work of a French film director. 
 
There is no longer a coursework option 
 
Unit 4: Speaking 
Discussion of the Unit 3 topics 
 
There are over five time-tabled hours of French per week of which one third are 
conducted by a native French speaker. The course demands consistent commitment and 
would best suit those with either an A or A* at GCSE. 
 
 
Further details from Mrs Paul and Mrs Janvier.  
 
 



A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY 
 
 
Board AQA Specification A 
 
Our Geography A level course consists of a two-year course combining a first year AS 
level, followed by a second year A2 level.  Studies will enable “candidates to develop a 
sound understanding and knowledge of geographical issues and develop and use 
geographical skills”. 
 
We want to build on what has been achieved at GCSE level with fieldwork and 
coursework as integral parts of the course.  
 
There are, as a serious student would expect, both human and physical components to 
Geography and, therefore, it makes a worthy addition to both Science and Humanities 
subjects.  It is a qualification that is well regarded on any university course leading to 
successful qualifications for most careers. 
 
Our subject has a great variety of topics and uses skills in Information Technology, 
Mathematics, the Sciences and the Arts.  This is a must for those prospective Sixth Form 
students, looking for an interesting, topical and useful qualification.  
 
The subject content follows a thematic ‘people and environment’ approach throughout. It 
has a developmental structure designed to allow the student to progress through the 
course and beyond into other subject areas and to link with higher education studies.   
 
Physical geography: Rivers and flood management, and coasts. 
 
Human geography: Population change and health. 
 
There is no coursework at AS or A2.  There will be a residential field course to prepare 
for a research paper at AS.  
 
At A2: Plate tectonics, weather and climate and ecosystems, world cities, globalisation, 
contemporary conflicts and challenges are some of the topics available. There will also be 
a field course at A2 to prepare for one of the two papers.  
 
As citizens of their local community, nation and world, candidates will be provided with 
numerous opportunities to consider the values and attitudes of decision makers and also 
to explore their own in relation to a range of issues in contemporary geography. 
 
As we said, an ideal qualification for those wanting broad and balanced studies suitable 
for medicine, law, planning and business degrees in the future.  A fascinating blend of the 
old and the new for the ideal sixth form learning experience.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
A  LEVEL GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 

 
Board AQA 
 
Government and Politics is an interesting and academically stimulating course.  You do 
not need to have any previous knowledge to study this subject; curiosity and a willingness 
to tackle new ideas are more important, together with a capacity to work hard. 
 
The new A level comprises 4 modules.  In the first year 2 modules are taken.  Each of 
these are compulsory and together form the AS qualification. These modules are: 
 
 
AS level 
 
Unit 1:  People, Politics and Participation 
 
Topic list 
 

• Participation & Voting Behaviour 
• Electoral Systems 
• Political Parties 
• Pressure Groups & Protest Movements 
 

Assessment 
 
Written Paper:               1 hour 30 minutes 
Weighting:                      50% of total AS (25% of total A level marks) 
 
Candidates must answer two questions from a choice of four.  Each question consists of 
three parts worth 5, 10 and 25 marks.  Total marks available = 80. 
 
Unit 2:  Governing Modern Britain 
 
Topic list 
 

• The British Constitution 
• Parliament 
• The Core Executive 
• Multi-level Governance 

 
Assessment 
 
Written Paper:               1 hour 30 minutes 
Weighting:                      50% of total AS (25% of total A level marks) 
 
Candidates must answer two questions from a choice of four.  Each question consists of 3 
parts worth 5, 10 and 25 marks.  Total marks available = 80. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

A2 level 
 
Unit 3:  The Politics of the USA  
 
Topic list 
 
The Politics of the USA 

 
• US Electoral Process and Direct Democracy 
• Political Parties 
• Voting Behaviour 
• Pressure Groups 

 
 
Assessment 
 
Written Paper:               2 hours 
Weighting:                      50% of total A2 (25% of total A level marks) 
 
Candidates must answer two questions from a choice of four.  Each question consists of 
two parts worth 10 and 30 marks.  Total marks available = 80. 
 
Unit 4:  The Government of the USA  
 
Topic list 
 
The Government of the USA 

 
• Constitutional Framework 
• The Legislative Branch 
• The Executive Branch 
• The Judicial Branch 

 
 
Assessment 
 
Written Paper:               1 hour 30 minutes 
Weighting:                      50% of total A2 (25% of total A level marks) 
 
Candidates must answer two questions from a choice of four.  Each question consists of 
two parts worth 10 and 30 marks.  Total marks available = 80. 
 
Government and Politics is acceptable to all universities.  It can be combined with a wide 
range of other A levels.  It is a useful subject for students considering careers in Law, 
Journalism, Radio and TV, Business, the Police, Local Government and the Civil Service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A  LEVEL HISTORY 
 
 

Board EDEXCEL 
 
 

The study of History in the Sixth Form is both challenging and enjoyable. In terms of 
skills, AS Level (Yr12) History will be a natural progression from GCSE and will allow 
for the study of two completely new topics. The course is suitable for those who intend 
studying either predominantly Arts or predominantly Science/Mathematical subjects. 
 
COURSE UNITS 
 
AS Unit 1: Russia 1881-1953: From Autocracy to Stalin 
 
AS Unit 2: Henry VIII: Authority, Nation and Religion, 1509-1540. 
 
A2 Unit 3: From Kaiser to Fuhrer, Germany 1900-1945 
 
A2 Unit 4: Coursework Enquiry 
 

All units will be examined in June, with an opportunity for students to retake AS Units in 
the January of their A2 year. 
 
Students should be imaginative, self-motivated, and capable of independent study. They 
should be prepared to develop their interest in current affairs/politics and will enjoy 
reading and thinking critically about what they read. 
 
The study of History fosters the ability to grasp ideas and concepts, to ask pertinent 
questions, to select and appraise evidence and to use these skills in the formulation of 
cogent and persuasive arguments. The interested and thoughtful student will find the 
accumulation and retention of the necessary factual knowledge through study outside the 

classroom both natural and satisfying. 
 
History is a fully acceptable component of qualifications for entry into a wide range of 
degrees and other further education courses. It is also useful for entry into careers such as 
Business, Consultancy, Management, Law and Teaching. History is also an important 
part of the general education of the cultured and politically aware person. 
 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: Students will be asked to achieve at least grade A at GCSE 
History. Those achieving grade B may be accepted with excellent English GCSE results. 
 
FURTHER DETAILS: Please see Mr Leventhall, Mr Pitt or Mr Watson. 
 



 
A LEVEL INFORMATION & COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY 

 

 
Board AQA  
 

 

A level ICT is an exciting mix of theory and practical work, which can provide an 
excellent background to the fastest growth area of the early 21st century.  It is ideal for a 
whole range of careers from computing, media, sciences, design and business.  In fact, 
very few career paths would not benefit from this qualification.  This is a new 
Specification, which was first made available in September 2008. 

 

AS LEVEL INFORMATION & COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY 

UNIT 1 - 

PRACTICAL 

PROBLEM 

SOLVING IN THE 

DIGITAL WORLD 

Topics include: 

• Practical use of ICT – identifying, 
designing, producing, testing, 

documenting and evaluating solutions 

• Data entry, storage, output of information, 
use of software, current health and safety 

legislation 

1 hour 30 minute written 
examination with a mix of 

short and longer 
structured questions, 
based on sample work, 

produced by the 
candidate, taken in 

January of the 1st year, 
accounting for 50% of the 
AS mark (25% A level) 

UNIT 2 - 

LIVING IN THE 

DIGITAL WORLD 

Topics include: 

• ICT systems, their components, uses, 
safety and security 

• Data and information, data transfer, 
backup and recover 

1 hour 30 minute written 
examination with a mix of 

short and longer 
structured questions, 

taken in May/June of the 
1st year, accounting for 
50% of the AS mark (25% 

A level) 

A2 LEVEL INFORMATION & COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY 

UNIT 3 - 

THE USE OF ICT 

IN THE DIGITAL 

WORLD 

Topics include: 

• Developments in technology, information 
needs of organisations, ICT systems, 

management of ICT 

• Training and supporting users of ICT 
systems 

2 hour written 
examination with a mix of 

short structured 
questions, based on a 
case study, and longer 
questions, taken in June 

of the 2nd year, 
accounting for 30% of the 

A level mark 

UNIT 4 - 

COURSEWORK: 

PRACTICAL 

ISSUES 

INVOLVED IN THE 

USE OF ICT IN 

THE DIGITAL 

WORLD 

Topics include: 

• Practical issues involved in managing the 
use of ICT in organisations 

• Investigating, analysing, defining 
requirements 

• Selecting and using appropriate 
technologies, designing solutions, 
methods of testing and installation, 

documenting and evaluating 

Coursework submitted in 
June of the 2nd year, 

accounting for 20% of the 
A level mark 

 

Please contact Mrs Kesler if you wish to know more about this option. 
 
 
 



  
A  LEVEL MATHEMATICS 

 
Board Oxford & Cambridge (MEI) 
MEI – Mathematics in Education and Industry 
 
Why choose Mathematics? 
 
Mathematics combines both with the Sciences and with the Humanities.  In addition to 
the obvious relevance of Mathematics to Engineering, Medicine, Business and Commerce, 
the use of quantitative techniques is becoming increasingly important in History, 
Geography and the study of language.  Both the wide application of the subject and the 
recognition that an A level pass is a mark of rigorous academic training, imply that, when 
it comes to choosing a career, many opportunities will be open if Mathematics is included 
in your A level combination. 
 
Mathematics 
Three modules are required for AS and six for a full A level. The following modules are 
taught: 
 
Year Qualification Pure Modules Applied Modules 
12 AS Mathematics C1, C2 M1 or S1 
13 A level Mathematics C3, C4 M2 or S2 
C = Concepts of Pure Mathematics,  M= Mechanics,  S = Statistics 
 
Examinations are in January and June each year. The first examination, C1, is taken in 
the January of Year 12, with C2 and M1/S1 taken in June. C3 is taken in the January of 
Year 13, with the remaining modules taken the following summer. Modules may be re-
taken. 
 
Course Details 
 
Pure Mathematics includes Algebra, Calculus, Geometry and Trigonometry.  It contains 
a body of knowledge that can be studied and enjoyed for its own sake and it is used in the 
applied modules.   
 
Mechanics is the study of forces and how physical objects either move (such as the 
working of a nutcracker) or stay still (an erect building).  It is about developing the 
critical facilities required to approach problem solving across a wide range of activities, 
using the effect of forces as the main context.  
 
Statistics involves the study of the principles and methods of statistical analysis. It 
provides a good basis for all subjects requiring data collection and analysis.   
 
The course is designed to teach students to apply the Mathematics taught in a real world 
context. Module C3 has a coursework component in which students use graphical 
calculators and computers to solve a variety of equations.  Module C4 includes a 
comprehension paper on a mathematical topic.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
FURTHER MATHEMATICS 

 
Mathematics is so important that it is the only traditional subject with a second A level. 
 
An A level qualification in Further Mathematics is highly regarded as a measure of 
intellectual ability when applying for any undergraduate course.  In particular, it 
provides an excellent preparation for subjects with a strong mathematical content, such 
as Mathematics, Economics, Physics, Engineering and Computing. 
 
Applicants for these mathematics-related courses will be at an advantage if they have 
studied Further Mathematics to at least AS level.  This is particularly the case if seeking 
admission to courses at the more prestigious universities such as Cambridge, Oxford, 
Warwick, Durham, Imperial, Bath, Birmingham, UCL, Manchester and Leeds.  All of 
these universities state that they prefer or recommend candidates to have taken the 
subject for entry to at least one of the above courses and will, in some cases, make a 
reduced offer if the subject has been taken at AS or A2 level. 
 
The course extends the standard A level in both breadth and depth and is intended to 
provide a stimulating experience for the most able students who are likely to achieve an 
A* at GCSE level 
 
The course requires the study of a further 3 modules for AS and 6 modules for the full A 
level. The choice of Applied modules depends on which modules are being studied in the 
single subject.   
 
Year Qualification Pure Modules Applied Modules 
12 AS Further Mathematics FP1 D1 and one of  M1, 

S1 
13 A level Further Mathematics FP2 Two of M2, M3, 

S2, S3 
FP = Further Pure Mathematics,M= Mechanics, S = Statistics, D = Decision Mathematics 
 
Decision Mathematics introduces a range of methods used to find the optimal solution to 
a variety of problems that occur in computing, business and project management. 
 
Higher Education and Career Opportunities 
 
It is possible to study for a degree in Mathematics at most universities.  Mathematics itself 
has many different branches and most degree courses allow some choice in the later 
stages.  It is also possible for Mathematics to be offered as part of a joint degree as 
Mathematics combines well with almost any other subject. 
 
It is a good basis for many careers as it shows evidence of a sound, logical mind and of a 
person who is able to think analytically and lucidly.  These are qualities which are 
essential in a variety of careers such as Engineering, Architecture, Economics, Business 
Studies, Computing, Accountancy, Psychology, Management, Education, Law, Medicine 
and Scientific Research. 
 
Employers find A level Mathematics an attractive qualification even if it is unlikely that 
the work will involve Mathematics to any great extent.  On the other hand there are many 
areas of industrial or commercial employment where a mathematical background is very 
useful and does actually enter into the job being done. 



 A  LEVEL MODERN HEBREW 
 
 

Board AQA 

 

This is a two year course.  

The AS is taken after the first year of study and the A2 level is taken after the completion 

of the second year. 

The A level mark consists of 50% awarded at the AS exam and 50% awarded at the A2 

exam. 

 

The AS and A2 in Modern Hebrew extend on two of the main skills acquired throughout 

the Modern Hebrew GCSE course. 

The GCSE course focuses on learning the Hebrew language as a communicative medium. 

The A level further extends the student’s knowledge, particularly in reading and writing.  

The AS course focuses on all aspects of the Hebrew language (grammar, sentence 

structure, translation and comprehension skills) and focuses on areas such as: 

• Day to day issues 

• Contemporary society 

• Environment and citizenship 

• The world around us. 

 

The A2 course focuses mainly on Israeli issues such as: 

• Introduction to a selected choice of Hebrew literature. 

• Democracy and citizenship in Israel. 

• Communities, ethnic groups and religions in Israel. 

 

This particular part of the course develops an insight into the linguistic, literary, historic 

and social achievements, as well as contemporary changes, in modern Jewish and Israeli 

society. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
A  LEVEL MUSIC 

 
Board AQA 
 
Music is a synthesis of logic and imagination. Based on the firm foundation of musical 
knowledge, you can interpret and create compositions which will satisfy yourself and 
inspire others. This exciting course guides you through the history of music, from the 
baroque and classical periods right up to jazz, pop and other 21st century music. 
 
         AS  A-level 
In the first year (AS) you cover three study topics:  
1. Influences on music – written exam 1 ½ hours   30%  15% 
2. Creating musical ideas – 2 composition exercises  30%  15% 
3. Interpreting musical ideas – 2 assessed performances  40%  20% 
 
There is one set piece for study on ‘The Western classical tradition’, beyond that you are 
in charge of what music you study in detail.  
 
The second year (A2) follows the same format: 
4. The Western classical tradition – choral, chamber or jazz   20% 
5. Developing musical ideas – composition & arranging    15% 
6. Performance         15% 
 
 
It is preferred that a prospective student has achieved a good pass at GCSE music – 
although this is not necessary if the student is approaching grade 5 on their instrument or 
voice with the accompanying theoretical knowledge. 
 
It is expected that ALL music students have weekly lessons on their main instrument 
outside of the taught course time. Regular daily practice is also expected, as is 
participation in a school ensemble, and attendance at school concerts. 
 
The school has a fully equipped music notation suite so that pupils can work on Sibelius 
or Cubase, and has professional standard recording and sound manipulation software. 
There are regular opportunities to attend a variety of professional performances and 
work with professionals in the music industry whenever possible.  
 
The course is ideal for anyone interested in pursuing further study in music, or a possible 
career in the music industry. Music does, however, have an enriching benefit to any 
future endeavour, as it promotes both a creative and individual approach to ideas and 
also encourages working as a group to accomplish a joint endeavour. 
 
Students can also gain extra UCAS points in music by completing any grade 6 – 8 exam in 
performance or theory – which complements work done on the course. 
 



A  LEVEL PHYSICS  
 
Board  AQA  - Syllabus A 
 
 
 
The course has been designed to provide a traditional approach to teaching Physics and 
develop an interest and enthusiasm for the subject, including further studies and careers. 
It will illustrate how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how science 
contributes to the success of the economy. 
 
 
AS Physics can be taken as a separate qualification or count as the first part of the full A 
level qualification. 
 
AS Physics has 3 Units : 
 Unit 1 :  Particles, Radiation and Quantum Phenomena 
 Unit 2 : Mechanics and Molecular Kinetic Theory 

Unit 3 :  Current Electricity and Elastic Properties of Solids. 
 

The external examination for Unit 1 will be in January of year 12 and Units 2 and 3 will 
be in June. 
 
 
A2 Physics also has 3 Units : 
 Unit 4 : Waves, Fields and Nuclear Energy 
 Unit 5 :  Option topic plus Practical Assessment 
 Unit 6 :  Synoptic plus Nuclear Stability 
 
The Option Topics are  

Astrophysics 
Medical Physics 
Applied Physics 
Turning Points in Physics 
Electronics 

Only one of these can be taken by a student. 
 
The external examination for Unit 4 will be taken in January and the Units 5 and 6 will be 
taken in June of year 13. 
 
 
Entry Requirements 
It is recommended that candidates should have acquired the skills and knowledge 
associated with the separate science GCSE courses, and they should have achieved A/A* 
in Physics. Students will also need to have ability in Mathematics and to be able to 
communicate effectively in English. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A LEVEL PSYCHOLOGY 
 

 
Board AQA – Specification B 
 
Psychology is the science of the mind and behaviour.  It is taught from a scientific 
perspective and includes research methods and statistics.  The requirement for the course 
is Grade A in Mathematics at GCSE level. 
 
 
Year 1 – AS level: 
Introducing Psychology -  Key studies are influential theorists.  Biological approaches 
including the genetic basis for behaviour, the central nervous system and the effects of 
hormones on behaviour. 
Research Methods – The ways in which psychologists collect their data (from experiments 
to individual case studies).  Descriptive statistics. Ethics. 
The Psychology of Gender –The theories of gender development. 
Social Psychology – Social influence.  
Cognitive Psychology – Memory.   
Individual Differences – Anxiety disorders. 
 
Examinations in June – two 1 ½ hour examinations. 
 
 
Year 2 – A2 level: 
Child Development  
Mood Disorders and Schizophrenia 

Cognition and Law 

Psychological Approaches 

Research Methods and Inferential Statistics 

Debates in Psychology 

 
Examinations in June – two 2 hour examinations. 
 
 
Careers: 
 
Community Work. Education. Health Care Professionals.  Advertising. Retail 
Management. Public Relations. Media, etc.  Also careers in Psychology itself including 
clinical, educational, teaching and industrial/occupational psychology. 
 
 
 
 



 

A  LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 
Board OCR 
 
 
This stimulating and challenging subject is offered as a two year course and aims to build 
on the foundation of a high grade pass in the same subject at GCSE level. 
 
Religious Studies is a popular subject and widely accepted by universities as it is 
indicative of a student with a keen and enquiring mind, who displays a high level of 
evaluative skills 
 
Students find that Religious Studies fits very comfortably in any academic combination, 
and many candidates agree that as a subject it helps to consolidate the areas of learning in 
other disciplines.  
 
Several students from our department have gone on to pursue a degree in theology – 
including at Kings College Cambridge.  The course offered at King David High is an 
excellent foundation for further study.  
 
As the new modular curriculum includes Religious Ethics as an option, students will be 
able to use Religious Studies to continue to study Ethics or Philosophy at university.  
 
Course Outline Year 12:  
 
All candidates will study Judaism and either Religious Ethics or Jewish Texts.  
 
The Year 12 course is assessed by two modular examinations which are held in June.  
 
Course Outline Year 13:  
 
Candidates must continue their modular choices to A2 level.  Assessment is by written 
examination in June.  
 
There is no coursework.  
 
Course Content Year 12: 
 
AS Judaism:   Importance of Scripture, Beliefs, Practices  
 
AS Religious Ethics:  Ethical Theories, Natural Law, Kantian Ethics, Utilitarianism,  
   Religious Ethics, Applied Ethics including Abortion, Euthanasia, 
   IVF, Genetic Engineering 
 
AS Scriptures: Form Criticism, Time line of Scriptures, Wisdom Literature 
 
Course Content Year 13: 
  
A2 Judaism:  The Land of Israel, Messianic Hope, Post Holocaust Theology,  
   Denominational Judaism  
 
A2 Scriptures: Reward and Punishment, Amos, Hosea, Messianic Hope, Ruth 
 
A2 Religious Ethics: Meta Ethics, Free Will, Determinism, Nature and Role of Conscience  
 

 



 

 
A  LEVEL SPANISH 

 
 
Board AQA 
 
 
From September 2009 a new AQA Spanish syllabus will be taught in the Sixth Form. 
There will be four Units:  two at AS and two at A2.  The aim is to offer a course which 
develops the knowledge from GCSE and provide a relevant contemporary and interesting 
course for post-16 students. 
 
 
Both years assess the candidate’s ability to: 
 
a) Understand language spoken at normal speed by native  
          speakers. 
 
b) Understand printed texts derived from a variety of  
         sources such as newspapers, magazines and internet 
         reports. 
 
c)      Speak Spanish correctly in order to convey opinions and 
         information 
 
 
In the first year you will study four topics.  These are Media, Popular Culture, Healthy 
Living/Lifestyle and Family/Relationships.  These build on what you’ve studied at GCSE 
and cover a wide range of interesting and engaging issues. 
 
In the second year you will have another four topics – Environment, the Multicultural 
Society, Contemporary Social Issues .plus you choose two of five cultural topics for in-
depth study. 
 
Apart from being beneficial at a personal level your A level in modern languages can help 
with quite a few career paths.  For those who want to specialise in language there’s 
translation or teaching , or maybe you want to work in the travel and tourism industry, 
engineering, design, law or virtually any career, being proficient in a language will give 
you broader career options. 
 
 
 
 
Further details from: Mrs. A. Epstein 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

VOCATIONAL A LEVEL BUSINESS 
         
The OCR National Diploma/Certificate in Business 
 
The King David High School is offering the OCR National Certificate in Business which is 
the equivalent of one A level and the OCR National Diploma in Business which is the 
equivalent of two A levels.  These courses are open to all students who meet the Sixth 
Form entry requirements.  
 
Students will develop the ability to work independently and effectively and build skills, 
knowledge and understanding which will stand them in good stead both in higher 
education and in the world of work. 
 
There are 4 compulsory units for both the Certificate and the Diploma: 
 

• Investigating Business 
• Customer Service 
• Business Communications 
• Finance for Business 

 
Optional Units will include: 
 

• Marketing 
• Practical Sales Skills 
• Law in the Business World 
• Career Planning for Business 
• E Marketing 
• E Business 
• Recruitment & Selection 
• Training & Development 
• Practical Administration 
• Production 
• Distribution  

 
Students wishing to take the Certificate in Business will study a total of six units (four 
compulsory and two optional).  Students studying for the Diploma will study a further six 
optional units making a total of twelve units (four compulsory and eight optional). 
 
In both cases units are studied over two years and assessment is by coursework only.  
There are no examinations. 
 
Students studying for the National Certificate will gain either a Distinction, Merit or Pass 
which are the equivalent of A, C or E at A level. 
Students studying for the National Diploma will gain the equivalent of two A levels at 
grades A to E.   
The qualifications are accredited at level 3 of the National Qualifications framework. 
 
These qualifications are recognised by universities and enable students to proceed to 
university and study at degree or higher diploma level.  They are also recognised by 
prospective employers allowing students to enter at management trainee or operative 
level.  Students who proceed straight to employment can undertake further job related 
qualifications in areas such as financial services, health & safety and retailing.  
 
 
 



APPLIED A LEVEL INFORMATION & COMMUNICATIONS 
TECHNOLOGY 

 
Board OCR - Single Award 

The Applied A level in ICT provides both a sound theoretical background and a strong 
practical element with more coursework and less examinable units, having been specifically 
designed to meet the needs of those students who prefer a more functional approach to their 
work. As with the GCE A level, it is a suitable choice for a whole range of careers from 
computing, media, administration and business.   This qualification is one tier, providing 
grades from A to E.  

APPLIED AS LEVEL INFORMATION & COMMUNICATIONS 
TECHNOLOGY 

UNIT 1 – 

USING ICT TO 

COMMUNICATE 

Topics include: 

• The information age 

• Communicating information 

• How organisations present 
information 

• Standard ways of working 

Internally moderated 
portfolio; 33% of AS mark 

(16.5% A level) 

UNIT 2 – 

HOW  

ORGANISATIONS  

USE ICT 

Topics include: 

• Types and functions of organisation 

• ICT systems 

• The impact of ICT on working 
practices 

• The impact of ICT on methods of 
production 

• Legislation 

External assessment 
involving an examination 

and undertaking a 
portfolio; 33% of AS mark 

(16.5% A level) 

UNIT 3 – 

ICT SOLUTIONS 

FOR INDIVIDUALS 

& SOCIETY 

Topics include: 

• Public-service websites 

• Search engines 

• Databases 

• Development of spreadsheets 

Internally moderated 
portfolio; 33% of AS mark 

(16.5% A level) 

APPLIED A LEVEL INFORMATION & COMMUNICATIONS 
TECHNOLOGY 

UNIT 9 – WORKING 

TO A BRIEF 

Topics include: 

• Formal planning methods 

• Developing a range of skills 

• Preparation of a report on current 
working practices 

• Developing support materials 

• Evaluations 

External assessment of 
portfolio; 16.5% A level 

mark 

UNIT 10 – 

NUMERICAL 

MODELLING 

USING 

SPREADSHEETS 

Topics include: 

• Develop a working specification 

• Use spreadsheet facilities 

• Design and develop spreadsheets 

• Test spreadsheets 

Internally moderated 
portfolio; 16.5% A level 

mark 

 

UNIT 12 – 

PUBLISHING 

Topics include: 

• Planning a large document 

• Designing and documenting a large 
document 

• Creating a large document  

• Publishing a large document 

Internally moderated 
portfolio; accounts for 
16.5% A level mark 

Please contact Mrs Salem or Mrs Marsh if you wish to know more about this option. 

 



VOCATIONAL A LEVEL MEDIA QUALIFICATION 

The OCR National Diploma/Certificate in Media 
 
 

Introduction 
 
Two Media courses are available, the National Certificate and the National Diploma, 
which are part of the OCR Nationals qualifications structure. Both courses offer a sound 
grounding in media production and theory, and the Certificate is the equivalent of one A 
Level, and the Diploma is the equivalent of two A Levels. The grades awarded are 
Distinction, Merit or Pass, which are the equivalent of A, C and E at A Level. As a Media 
student you will have the opportunity to develop a wide range of skills, making media 
products, analysing films and newspapers, working in a team and conducting 
independent research. 
 
Aims and Course Content 
 
The course itself is aimed at developing practical media skills and an understanding of the 
media industry. At the same time there is a strong element of research and theory, 
especially concerning the horror film genre and newspapers in the UK. The aim is to 
equip students with the understanding and skills to make media products, make sense of 
them, and eventually perhaps make money by being employed in the media industry. 
 
All students on the Certificate course take the following Units: 
 

1. Introduction to Media and Textual Analysis 
2. Media Pre-Production and Planning 
3. Media Production 
4. Marketing Media and Audience Feedback 
16. Photography and Digital Imaging  
27. Talk Radio Production. 

 
As part of their work, students will amongst other things produce a short factual 
programme for television, a portfolio of photographs promoting an aspect of Manchester, 
a section of a horror film and a radio programme about current issues.  Students will also 
learn about how the media are regulated (looking for example at the British Board of 
Film Classification and Ofcom) and methods of market research. 
 
All the work is assessed by a portfolio (folder) of work which is assessed within the Media 
Department and reviewed/approved by a Visiting Moderator. The course is thus entirely 
coursework-based. A vital part of the course is meeting the regular coursework deadlines, 
as these form part of the assessment of professional skills. 
 
Students taking the Diploma course take, in addition, another six units which include: 
 

6.  Production Management in Media Organisations 
7. Presentations and Exhibitions 
9. Interview and Presentation Techniques 
11. Career Planning in the Media Industry  
18. Video Production and Editing 
21. Television Production 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
General Points 
 
 
The course appeals to students from many backgrounds and with varied interests. 
Students with skills in ICT, visual art, writing, photography or video, graphic design or 
sound recording will obviously have an advantage, but no prior knowledge of media is 
required. The course combines well with a range of other subjects and is accepted by all 
universities. The course runs over two years and there is no separate AS qualification, so 
it requires a two year commitment. The Media Department has run the courses 
successfully for some years, and we have high expectations of our students.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

APPLIED A LEVEL SCIENCE  
Single or Dual Award 

 
Board OCR. 
 
This is a flexible course offering a wide range of units.  A third of each course is externally 
assessed (by exams) and two thirds are assessed by portfolio evidence. 
 
AS Single Award:  
This is comprised of three units: 1. Science at Work. This involves the study of  

a major science industry  
2. Analysis at Work (portfolio) 
3. Monitoring the Activity of the Human Body (exam) 

 
AS Double Award: 
This is comprised of the three AS Single Award units (above) plus three further units: 
     4. Cells and Molecules (exam)  

5. Chemicals for a Purpose 
        6. Physics of Sport (portfolio) 
 
Only students taking Double Award AS level can progress to Double Award A level. 
However, students taking Double Award at AS level can progress to Single Award A 
level. 
 
A level Single Award: 
This requires six units, three at AS level plus the three following units at A2 level: 
     8. Investigating Scientists’ Work (portfolio) 

16. Working Waves (exam) 
14. Ecology and Managing the Environment. This 
      includes a week at a field study centre (portfolio) 

 
A level Double Award: 
This requires twelve units, six at AS level plus the three A level Single Award units above 
plus three further units:   9. Sampling, Testing and Processing (case study plus  

    exam) 
                           15. Applications of Bio-Technology (portfolio) 
    either  10. Synthesising Organic Chemicals (portfolio) 
      or      11. Materials for a Purpose (portfolio). 
 
This course will suit students who are willing to work hard on portfolios and require a  
Science A level qualification for employment or higher education.  It is a good course for 
students who may not achieve their full potential through examinations and offers  
opportunity for initiative in researching topics for portfolios. 

  


